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¹ 2006 data is provisional through approximately 11/30/06.     ² includes unhelmeted motorcyclists.       ³ 2006. National Occupant Protection Use Survey.
⁴ NHTSA. 2006. “Research Note: States with Primary Enforcement Laws Have Lower Fatality Rates.” February.

Sixty percent of drivers and passengers killed (and 34% of those seriously injured) in motor 
vehicle crashes from 2004 to 2006 year-to-date¹ were not wearing safety belts.²

Counties with the highest number of unbelted motorist fatalities from 2004 to 2006 year-to-date 
include Hamilton (97), Cuyahoga (92), Montgomery (81), Franklin (72), and Stark (67). Over half 
of counties (47) had from 10 to 20 unbelted motorist fatalities from 2004 to 2006 (see Figure 1).

Two-thirds (66%) of motorists killed in urban (incorporated) areas were not wearing safety 
belts, compared to 58% of rural (unincorporated) motorist fatalities.

Safety belt use is unknown in 16% of urban (incorporated) motorist fatalities, compared to 5% 
for rural (unincorporated) motorist fatalities.

The safety belt use rate among Ohio drivers was estimated at 79% in 2005 – somewhat higher 
than the estimated 74% in 2004, but slightly lower than the 2005 national average of 82%.³

According to a 2006 study by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
states with primary safety belt enforcement laws have lower fatality rates than other states 
(fatality rates in primary enforcement states were 15% lower than in all other states) .⁴

Figure 1. Unbelted Motorist Fatalities 2004-2006 Year-to-Date¹


