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FATAL CRASH FACTS:
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¹ “Fixed-objects” involved in crashes include bridge-related structures, guardrails, medians, poles (utility, light, and other), culverts, curbs, ditches, 
embankments, fences, mailboxes, trees, work zone equipment, other fixed objects, and unknown fixed objects.

² 2006 data is provisional through approximately 06/30/2006.

There have been 900 fixed-object fatal crashes and over 55,000 injury crashes from 2004 to 
2006¹. In 2006 alone, there have been over 200 fixed-object fatal crashes. Over half of them 
(53%) involved drinking drivers (see map). 

Ditches, curbs, and culverts were the roadside features most commonly involved in fixed-object 
crashes (20%), followed by poles (18%) and trees (14%). However, trees and poles were, by far, 
the most commonly struck fixed objects in fatal crashes (38% and 27%, respectively).

The majority (86%) of fixed-object fatalities from 2004 to 2006 occurred in single-vehicle 
crashes.

Nearly two out of five (38%) of passenger vehicle occupants killed in fixed-object crashes were 
ejected from their vehicle.

Fixed-object fatal crashes were distributed across the hours of the day, but the highest 
concentration (26%) occurred between 11:00 p.m. and 3:00 a.m. The single most deadly hour of 
the day for fixed-object crashes is 2:00 a.m. to 3:00 a.m. (10% of fixed-object fatal crashes).

Motorcycles accounted for nearly one out of five (18%) fatal single-vehicle crashes with fixed 
objects from 2004 to 2006.
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