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The number of people killed in traffic crashes 
worldwide each year is estimated at almost 1.2 
million (an average of 3,242 per day), while the 
number of injured could be as high as 50 million.¹

Globally, traffic fatalities account for around 25% of 
all deaths resulting from unintentional injury.¹

The total number of traffic deaths and injuries around 
the world is projected to rise by as much as 65% 
between 2000 and 2020.¹

In the US, over 40,000 deaths and approximately 
three million injuries result from traffic crashes each 
year.²

The traffic fatality rate per 100,000 population in the 
United States (15.2) is considerably higher than that 
of other highly developed nations including the 
European Union (11.0), Australia (9.5), Japan (8.2), 
and Great Britain (5.9).¹

Motor vehicle crashes were the leading cause of 
death in the United States for those between 5 and 34 
years of age.³

Motor vehicle crashes were the leading cause of 
death for Ohioans 10 to 29 years old, and ranked the 
third highest cause of death in terms of years of life 
lost among all Ohioans.³
A 15- to 19-year-old in Ohio is more likely to die in a 
motor vehicle crash than the next five leading causes 
of death combined, which include homicide, suicide, 
cancer, poisoning, and heart disease.³
Overall, motor vehicle crashes cause one in three 
teenager deaths (ages 13 to 19).³
The attached table lists the top causes of death in 
Ohio by age group.
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