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A total of 102 fatalities and 12,033 injuries resulted from work zone crashes between 2001 
and 2005. In 2005, there were 18% fewer crashes and 17% fewer injuries compared to the 
previous four-year average (due partially to increased law enforcement in work zones).¹

Nine Ohio counties (of which nearly all contain large cities) had over 100 serious crashes in 
work zones between 2004 and 2005 (see map). 

The top cause of work zone crashes between 2001 and 2005 was following too closely 
(approximately 45%). Other major causes included failure to control, improper lane change, 
failure to yield, and excessive speed.¹

Nearly 2/3 (64%) of work zone crashes between 2001 and 2005 took place on numbered 
routes (Interstates, State Routes, and U.S. Routes). Thirty-nine percent occurred on 
Interstates alone.

Four out of five work zone crashes take place on Monday through Friday. About 43% of the 
crashes occur from 12:00 to 5:59 p.m. (another 32% take place from 6:00 to 11:59 a.m.). 

Road crews were present during 80% of work zone crashes occurring on the weekend 
(compared to 46% on weekdays) in 2005 through 2006 year-to-date.

~FINAL~

Issue #30

W O R K SZ O N E

WEEKLY FOCUS: WORK ZONESWEEKLY FOCUS: WORK ZONES

¹ Ohio Dept. of Transportation. 2006. “Drivers Share Responsibility for Work Zone Safety.” April 3. Online: http://www.dot.state.oh.us/news/2006/04-03-06.htm
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