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The fatal and injury crash rates of 15- to 25-year-old drivers are the highest of any age group 
(see Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 above). Although 15- to 25-year-olds comprise approximately 16% of 
registered Ohio drivers, they were at fault in 32% of fatal and 36% of injury crashes thus far in 
2006 (see Fig.1 and Fig. 2 above). 
The risk of teen drivers being involved in a fatal crash increases with each additional teen in 
the vehicle.¹ So far this year, one third of the vehicles driven by at-fault 15- to 20-year-olds in 
fatal crashes contained at least one 15- to 20-year-old passenger.
Compared with other age groups, teens have the lowest rate of safety belt use.² Nearly two-
thirds (64%) of 15- to 20-year-olds killed in crashes so far this year were unbelted. 
Compared to older drivers, teens are more likely to speed, run red lights, make illegal turns, 
ride with an intoxicated driver, and drive after using alcohol or drugs.²
Crashes among 16- to 20- year olds are over-represented during high school rush hours.³
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¹ “Teens Packed in Cars.” 2006. Online: http://www.poynter.org/column.asp?id=2&aid=95261
² National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. “Teen Drivers: Fact Sheet.” Online: http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/factsheets/teenmvh.htm.
³ Rhodes et al. 2005. “Approaches to Understanding Young Driver Risk Taking.” Journal of Safety Research. 36:497-499.
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Fig. 1: At Fault in 2006 Fatal Crashes:
Percent by Age Group

Fig. 2: At Fault in 2006 Injury Crashes:
Percent by Age Group

Fig. 3: At Fault in Fatal Crashes:
Rate per 100,000 Registered Drivers*

Fig. 4: At Fault in Injury Crashes:
Rate per 100,000 Registered Drivers*
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