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WEEKLY FOCUS: OLDER DRIVERS*WEEKLY FOCUS: OLDER DRIVERS*
As the proportion of older persons comprising the U.S. population continues to grow, so does 
the potential number of older drivers: projections estimate that by the year 2020 there will be 
approximately 40 million older licensed drivers in the United States (Dellinger et al., 2002).
Ohio drivers age 85 and above had a higher traffic fatality rate per 100,000 population¹ than 
any other age group in 2005 (see Chart 1). Drivers age 75 to 84 also had a high fatality rate, 
exceeded only by 16- to 24-year-old drivers.
Fatal crash involvement for older licensed Ohio drivers rose sharply after age 74 (see Chart 
2).² The average increase was 60% for drivers age 75 to 84, and an additional 35% for drivers 
age 85 and older. 

~FINAL~*2005 data is provisional.          
¹Population statistics: U.S. Census Bureau. 2000.
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Eighty-two percent (82%) of fatal crashes involving drivers age 65 and above 
in 2005 were multi-unit crashes.
Research has found that the majority of traffic fatalities involving older drivers 
tend to occur during the daytime (81%) and on weekdays (72%).³

²Data for licensed drivers by age obtained from BMV’s Ohio License Statistics.
³NCIPC. Older Adult Drivers Fact Sheet. Online: http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/factsheets/older.htm




