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WEEKLY FOCUS: CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY*WEEKLY FOCUS: CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY*
February 12-18 is Child Passenger Safety Week.
Between 2001 and 2005, there were 80 child passengers (ages 0-7) killed and              
8,219 child passengers (ages 0-7) injured in motor vehicle crashes in Ohio.
Eighty-seven percent of child passengers ages 0-3 who were involved in crashes between 
2001 and 2005 were in safety seats at the time of the crash. By comparison, only 18% of 
child passengers ages 4-7 were using safety seats.
Based on 2001-2005 data, child passengers ages 0-7 in safety seats are 21% less likely to 
be injured and 50% less likely to be killed in a car crash as compared to those not using 
safety seats.
Based on 2001-2005 data, child passengers ages 0-7 are one-third less likely to be injured 
or killed when riding in second or third row seating as compared to riding in the front seat. 
Only an estimated 10 to 20 percent of children ages 4 to 8 use booster seats.² Studies have 
indicated that children ages 4 to 8 who use booster seats are 59% less likely to be injured 
than children who are wearing only safety belts.²
Drivers who use safety belts are far more likely to restrain their child passengers.²

FATALITIES AND INJURIES AMONG 0-7 YEAR-OLD CHILD PASSENGERS,                 
BY SAFETY EQUIPMENT USE AND UNIT TYPE (2001-2005)*

FATALITIES AND INJURIES AMONG 0-7 YEAR-OLD CHILD PASSENGERS,                 
BY SAFETY EQUIPMENT USE AND UNIT TYPE (2001-2005)*

~FINAL~

Large 
Car¹

*(2005 data is complete through approximately 12/15/2005)

Small 
Car¹

Mini-Van SUV Pick-Up

¹Vehicles coded as “subcompact” or “compact” are categorized as small cars; those coded as “intermediate” or “full size” are categorized as large cars.
²NHTSA. News Release. Online: http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/childps/CPSPlanner_2006/CPSPlanner2006/resources/pdfs/CPS_NewsRelease.pdf




