
Pedestrians made up 7% of all traffic fatalities and 2% of all traffic injuries in Ohio in 2005.

In 61% of fatal pedestrian crashes in 2005, the pedestrians were considered at fault (motor 
vehicle drivers were considered at fault in 24% of the crashes; both were at fault in 15%).

Nearly one third of fatal pedestrian crashes in Ohio in 2005 were alcohol related.

The top causes attributed to motor vehicle drivers involved in fatal pedestrian crashes were 
speeding (21%), failure to yield (15%), improper turn (15%), and swerving to avoid (15%); the 
top causes attributed to pedestrians were improper crossing (39%), lying and/or illegally in 
roadway (26%), and darting (14%).

Over half (53%) of all pedestrians struck by motor vehicles were located “in roadway” (not at 
an intersection or crosswalk); nearly one third (32%) of the crashes occurred at intersections.

Injuries sustained by pedestrians hit “on roadway” (not at an intersection or crosswalk) tended 
to be the most severe, making up 64% of incapacitating and 77% of fatal injuries. By contrast, 
pedestrian crashes at intersections generally resulted in less severe injuries.   

Pedestrian crashes occur most often during morning and afternoon “peak” periods when 
traffic and pedestrian activity are highest. Children and older pedestrians are more likely than 
others to be struck, and children are more likely to be killed at nonintersection locations.¹
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*2005 data is provisional.   
¹NCHRP. “Volume 10: A Guide for Reducing Collisions Involving Pedestrians. Online: http://gulliver.trb.org/publications/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_500v10.pdf 
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