
FLYING	 WHEEL
Vol. 44  No. 1  January - March 2006
FLYING	 WHEEL



FLYING	 WHEEL
Features

Departments

2005 Annual Awards  4
Patrol honors employees for outstanding work

Crash reduction  9
Patrol efforts help decrease crashes in
northern Ohio

Ohio Needs You  11
Patrol unveils new recruitment marketing campaign

Bus Inspections  14
Patrol inspectors catch potentially hazardous
school bus defect

Colonel’s Letter  3
Motorcycle Unit part of enforcement plan
to curb urban crashes

Letters  16
Words of thanks from the public

Auxiliary News  17
Auxiliary statewide awards announced

Awards  18
Employees recognized for life-saving actions,
auto larceny enforcement, excellence in service

Chaplain’s Comments  30
Teamwork is what makes OSHP great

Bob Taft
	 Governor,	State	of	Ohio

Kenneth L. Morckel
	 Director,	Department	of	Public	Safety

Colonel Paul D. McClellan
	 Superintendent,	Ohio	State	Highway	Patrol

Office of Strategic Services
	 Maj.	John	T.	Born
	 Capt.	Brigette	E.	Charles

Editor
	 Kandee	Tinkham
	 e-mail:	ktinkham@dps.state.oh.us

Staff
	 Visual Communications Unit
	 S/Lt.	C.	Lance	Mathess,	Gregory	J.	Wyatt,
	 Carol	M.	Conrad,	LaDonna	L.	Adams,
	 Christopher	M.	Nickell,	Laura	A.	Milem,
	 Timothy	E.	Weaver

	 Public Affairs Unit
	 Lt.	Richard	L.	Zwayer,	Jeff	Grayson,
	 Lisa	Sinclair,	Bradley	Shaw

	 OSHP Photo Lab
	 Brian	S.	Kitay,	Cynthia	Bell,	
	 William	R.	Watkins,	Karie	J.	Adelsberger	

Reporters
 Findlay District
	 S/Lt.	David	L.	Gillespie
 Bucyrus District
	 S/Lt.	Chris	Zurcher
 Massillon District
	 S/Lt.	Joel	P.	Smith
 Warren District
	 S/Lt.	George	Williams
 Piqua District
	 S/Lt.	Robert	Johnson
 Columbus District
	 S/Lt.	Gary	Allen
 Cambridge District
	 S/Lt.	Virgil	J.	Wright
 Wilmington District
	 S/Lt.	Cliff	L.	Schaffner
 Jackson District
	 Sec.	Lynne	A.	Schucker
 Berea District
	 S/Lt.	Monte	R.	Morgan
 Recruitment & Training
	 Capt.	Andrew	J.	Stritmatter
 Technology & Information Services
	 AA3	Vicie	Reynolds-Bitler
	 Investigative Services
	 S/Lt.	Howard	W.	Hudson
	 Human Resource Management
	 S/Lt.	Brian	W.	Landis
	 Licensing & Commercial Standards
	 Lt.	John	P.	Boster
	 Finance & Logistic Services
	 Maj.	Lisa	J.	Taylor

The	“Flying	Wheel”	is	published	by	the	Office	
of	Strategic	Services	in	the	interest	of	the	entire	
Highway	Patrol	family.

11

4

14

Tpr. John Westerfield, Wapakoneta, is the 2005 State 
Trooper of the Year. Read more about Tpr. Westerfield 
and the Patrol’s other statewide award winners 
beginning on page 4.
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Colonel Paul D. McClellan
Superintendent

A motorcycle unit will 
efficiently and effectively 

target congested urban areas and 
maximize motorist awareness of 
problem areas.

www.statepatrol.ohio.gov

Over the past two years our organization has undergone an 
important shift in how we are meeting our core mission. 
During that time we have gotten better at identifying and 

addressing crash-causing violations, we have used detailed data-gathering 
and analysis techniques to learn more about the most dangerous stretches 
of roadways, and we have focused enforcement toward the most egregious 
aggressive and impaired drivers before they hurt themselves or others.

I credit each of you on the way you have embraced the 
“enforcement with a purpose” strategy as you collectively strive to drive 
down the fatality rate on Ohio roads from 1.17 per 100 million miles of 
driving to our goal of 1.0 by the end of 2007. 

Through sharpening your skills, using new computer technology and 
data analysis, and encouraging each other to accept nothing but the best 
each day, we are on the right track.

Some may be discouraged by the increase in fatalities last year, after 
a two-year decline. To those individuals I say we must be resolute in our 
commitment and diligent to curb this upward spike. 

Two areas of particular concern are fatal crashes within metropolitan 
areas and a considerable statewide increase in motorcycle crash fatalities. 

Twenty percent of Ohio’s deaths are now occurring within just four 
metropolitan areas (Columbus, Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Dayton). 
The 44 additional motorcycle deaths on Ohio roads last year marks a 
33 percent increase over 2004. Unfortunately, an increase in alcohol 
involvement and extreme speeds in Ohio crashes underlies both of these 
problem areas.

As your superintendent I am doing everything in my power to give 
you the tools and resources needed to succeed in our quest to achieve 
1.0. One new area about which I am very excited is the reintroduction 
of motorcycle units to our traffic law enforcement operations after a 
50-year absence.

A continued focus on innovative programs to reduce urban traffic 
crash deaths will include a pilot motorcycle patrol effort consisting of six 
officers targeting both reckless driving and congestion-related issues that 
are contributing to crashes on Interstate 270 and related urban highways 
in central Ohio. 

A motorcycle unit, which will operate at one-third the cost of a 
patrol car tactical squad, will efficiently and effectively target congested 
urban areas and also maximize educational and motorist awareness of 
problem areas. This motorcycle unit may also be used for periods of time 
in other problem areas, including Cincinnati, Cleveland, and Dayton. 
Training, provided by Northwestern University, will be conducted in 
late spring with the unit beginning an evaluation pilot operation this 
summer. A comprehensive motorcycle safety education program is 
also in development with the American Motorcyclist Association and 
Motorcycle Ohio.

Yes, our 1.0 goal is ambitious. I know I ask a great deal out of each 
of you every day, and your work is not always easy. However, if we are to 
be leaders in traffic law enforcement, and truly make Ohio’s roads safer, 
we must continue working toward our goal of fatality reduction. Stay 
focused on the mission.
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While the format for Patrol’s 2005 Annual Awards 
featured several new elements, the ceremony still culminated 
with the most anticipated award of the afternoon, State 
Trooper of the Year.

With 10 outstanding candidates from around the state, 
any one of the District Troopers of the Year could have been 
the winner. Still, when Colonel Paul McClellan announced 
Tpr. John Westerfield’s name, the 2005 State Trooper of the 
Year admitted to being more than a little surprised.

“I did not expect to be the one receiving this award, but 
it is truly a great honor,” Westerfield told the crowd, which 
included more than 50 other employees who earned special 
recognition for their exemplary performance.

In accepting the honor, Westerfield made a point to 
thank his wife, Lynn, for her support. He went on to thank 
Colonel McClellan, the senior staff, and Piqua District com-
manders for their leadership and conveyed his appreciation 
for all of the personnel at the Wapakoneta Post, and espe-
cially for his post commander, Lt. Dan Lay. 

The 2005 Annual Awards were different from previous 
events as award winners were recognized by district and GHQ 
sections instead of award category. The change was made to 
put more focus on the team effort common across the state, 
especially in light of the community-focused principles of the 
Patrol’s LifeStat 1.0 initiative.

Westerfield’s dedication to those principles
was a factor in his selection as Post and District 
Trooper of the Year.

According to Lay, “John’s daily work perfor-
mance ref lects his commitment to LifeStat 1.0. He 
is very aware and knowledgeable of the violations 
causing crashes in Auglaize and Mercer counties 
and he works very hard toward achieving the 
Division’s mission of reducing traffic crashes.”

Westerfield regularly shares his knowledge 
with other troopers and has served as a field train-
ing officer eight times over the last six years.

Capt. Bruce Ludlow, commander of the Piqua 
District, noted the impact Westerfield has on others. 

“He is a mentor to the younger officers at the post 
and he is proactive to provide positive direction and 
instructions. His work ethic, positive mentoring, and 
commitment to excellence are second to none.”

Prior to joining the Patrol, Westerfield served six years 
in the Air Force and attained the rank of sergeant. He joined 
the Patrol in 1997 as a member of the 130th Academy Class 
and has served at Wapakoneta throughout his career. He and 
Lynn live in St. Marys with their sons, Caleb and Jacob.

Westerfield and his family are actively involved in their 
community and at the post. He explained, “I take a great 
deal of pride in my job. I love what I do and could not 
imagine being employed anywhere else. I work with a great 
group of people, not just at the Wapakoneta Post, but from 
all across the state, and I am very proud to represent the 
Highway Patrol.”

Wapakoneta’s John Westerfield
is 2005 State Trooper of the Year

Piqua District commander Captain Bruce Ludlow congratulates 2005 State 
Trooper of the Year John Westerfield of the Wapakoneta Post.

Annual
Awards

John Westerfield
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For 32 years, Dispatcher 
Dorothy Bixler has been a steady 
and positive inf luence at the 
Walbridge Post. Her merit was 
rewarded when Colonel McClellan 
announced she was the 2005 State 
Dispatcher of the Year.

Her selection was no surprise 
to Lt. Dean Laubacher, Walbridge 
commander. He had previously 
praised her performance saying, 

“Dorothy is the standard by which 
all future dispatchers will be judged.”

She is admired for her tenacity in facing new challenges 
and has been a leader at the post by embracing the new and 
evolving technology that is revolutionizing the dispatcher 
position. In 2005, she spent many hours of her own time 
learning the MARCS radio and CAD (computer-assisted 
dispatch) systems before they were placed into operation in 
the Findlay District. After the systems were implemented, 
she made sure Walbridge’s desk and road units learned the 
systems as well.

In her career, she has been voted Post Dispatcher of 
the Year 10 times and District Dispatcher of the Year twice. 

Several veteran troopers at the Walbridge Post explained her 
multiple awards by noting that in addition to Dorothy’s 
technical abilities, they appreciate her efforts to keep them 
safe. Tpr. Chuck Grizzard said, “It’s great to know that when 
I’m working the road, there is someone there who is totally 
dedicated to their job.”

Bixler joined the Patrol in 1974. She and her husband, 
retired Tpr. Merritt “Bix” Bixler, reside in Millbury.

Dorothy Bixler is the 2005 State Dispatcher of the Year

Dorothy Bixler

The Robert M. Chiaramonte 
Humanitarian Award was established 
to recognize troopers’ dedication to 
humanitarian efforts both profes-
sionally and personally. The 2005 
recipient, Tpr. A.J. Torres of the 
Elyria Post, embodies the spirit of 
the award, working tirelessly both on 
and off duty to make his commu-
nity a better place.

He is often called on to serve 
as a Spanish translator by Patrol 
posts, local police departments, 

federal agencies, hospitals, and social agencies. In addition, 
he volunteers to handle numerous speech details within the 
district to carry the Patrol’s safety message to schools and 
civic organizations.

On his own time, he is a tireless volunteer in his church 
and his community. He serves as an assistant youth minister 
for his church and is active in coordinating mission trips to 
El Salvador.

He is also an active member of Operation Open Heart, 
an organization dedicated to providing fun and enriching 
activities for children involved with Lorain County Children 
Services. Torres serves as a camp counselor for the groups, 
helps organize holiday food and toy drives, and recently 
agreed to serve as a foster parent.

Sgt. Michael Paris, who nominated Torres for the award 

said, “Tpr. Torres’ heart is solid gold. He strives to help 
others in any way he can. No task is too large or too small 
for him.”

Torres is a member of the 115th Academy Class. He 
won the O.W. Merrell Award for Meritorious Service and a 
Superintendent’s Citation of Merit in 1990 for pulling an 
injured crash victim from her burning vehicle and extinguish-
ing her burning clothes and hair. In 2005, he earned the Ace 
Award and was voted Post Trooper of the Year by his cowork-
ers at the Elyria Post.

A.J. Torres

A.J. Torres takes home Chiaramonte Humanitarian Award

Dispatcher Bixler on duty at the Walbridge Post

Tpr. A.J. Torres and Ret. Colonel Robert Chiaramonte enjoy 
the Annual Awards lunch.
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The Criminal Patrol Award is 
given to the officer with the most 
investigations of felony cases that 
lead to felony arrests.

The winner for 2005 is Tpr. 
Robert Jacks, Gallipolis, who fin-
ished the year with 68 felony cases 
and 78 felony arrests. He was also 
recognized at the awards ceremony 
as the Jackson District’s Trooper of 
the Year.

Among his cases was the 
recovery of a stolen SUV, which led to the discovery of a 
large theft ring. Through a cooperative investigation by the 
Scioto County Sheriff ’s Department and other agencies, four 
additional suspects were ultimately arrested and four vehicles, 
large amounts of drugs and currency, and other property also 
were recovered.

Jacks is a member of the 133rd Academy Class. He and 
his wife, Terri, live in Gallipolis with their children, Hunter 
and Hannah.

The Blue Max Award winner is 
the officer who recovers the most 
stolen vehicles with apprehensions 
during the year. Tpr. Charles Gan-
non, Dayton, is the 2005 Blue Max 
Award winner.

He recovered 14 stolen vehicles 
and subsequently apprehended and 
charged 14 suspects with auto theft 
related charges. The total recovered 
property value for these apprehen-
sions was $67,000.

On April 20, 2005, he recovered two stolen cars at one 
time. He stopped one car and observed it had been started 
with a screwdriver. The two suspects said they were just bor-
rowing the vehicle and that their car was across the street. 
They had the keys to the second car, but it also turned out 
to be stolen.

Gannon trained with the 124th Academy Class and 
earned his commission in June 1993. He lives in Cedarville 
and has two sons, Jacob and Gunnar.
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Dallas Root earns O.W. Merrell Award for rescuing crash victim
Tpr. Dallas Root, Lebanon, 

received the Patrol’s highest award 
for valor, the O.W. Merrell Meri-
torious Service Award, for risking 
his life to rescue a crash victim 
from an icy pond. On February 
24, 2005, Root responded to re-
ports of a tractor trailer in a ditch 
on northbound Interstate 71.

At the scene he found the 
truck had actually run about 50 
feet into a pond and was almost 
completely submerged. The driver 

was in the freezing water, hanging onto a rearview mirror.
Four bystanders had unsuccessfully tried to reach the 

man with a rescue rope and were trying to persuade him 
to swim to shore. The man said he could not swim and 
it was apparent he was getting tired and having trouble 
hanging on.

Realizing that time was running out, Root stripped 
down to his undershirt and uniform pants and tied the 
rescue rope to his belt. He asked the bystanders to hold onto 
the rope as he went into the icy water. He then swam out to 
the truck driver and reached him just as the man let go and 
went underwater. Root pulled him up and swam for shore as 
the bystanders pulled on the rope. When he reached the bank, 
he instructed the bystanders to remove the victim’s wet cloth-

ing and cover him with blankets. Emergency medical personnel 
arrived moments later and transported the driver to a local 
hospital.

The Merrell Award is named for O.W. Merrell, who was 
the director of the Ohio Department of Highways in 1933, 
the year the Patrol was founded. As the Merrell Award winner, 
Root received a certificate and an engraved ring.

Dallas Root

Charles Gannon Robert Jacks

Gannon earns Blue Max Award Jacks is Criminal Patrol winner

Colonel McClellan compares his State Trooper of the Year ring 
with the O.W. Merrell rings of Tpr. Dallas Root and Lt. Colonel 
Mike Finamore.
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State Trooper Recognition Award goes to Thomas Halligan
Tpr. Thomas Halligan, a 

plainclothes investigator assigned 
to Cleveland Investigations, 
won the 2005 State Trooper 
Recognition Award.

The Trooper Recognition 
Award recognizes the work of 
troopers whose 
assignments 
fall outside the 
normal Trooper 
of the Year 
consideration. 

In addition to plainclothes investigator, 
some examples of the assignments of 
troopers in this category included load 
limit inspector, canine handler, and 
motor vehicle inspector.

Halligan was honored in part for 
tackling a number of special projects in 
2005. In addition to his regular duties, 
he helped to set up a forensic computer 

lab at Cleveland Investigations and planned and equipped the 
district’s surveillance van. He also is often the officer charged 
with coordinating multi-agency executive protection details 
and investigative efforts in the Cleveland area. 

Halligan is a member of the 115th Academy Class. He 
and his wife Gillian live in Ravenna. They have two children, 
Deidre and Thomas.

Under the leadership of ET3 Bill Culp, the 
Wilmington District Electronics Team implemented 
and sustained a system of consistent and continuous 
improvement over the last two years. In addition to Culp, 
ET2 Jeff Boatman and ET2 Jeff Taylor worked to identify 
and overcome challenges.

Their efforts led to a laundry list of impressive 
accomplishments during 2005, including the successful 
implementation of the MARCS and CAD systems 
throughout the district, which is more notable because 
of the district’s large volume of equipment also requiring 
routine care and maintenance.

In fact, except for minimal assistance from the 
Piqua District Team, the Wilmington electronics 
technicians handled the bulk of the district’s MARCS 
rollout themselves. Meanwhile, the team continued to 
demonstrate a high level of service to field units, which 
resulted in numerous positive comments from post 
commanders and the respect of personnel throughout 
the district.

ET 3 Culp joined the Patrol in August 2001 and 
was promoted to his current assignment in February 
2004. He lives in Circleville with his wife, Patty, and their 
children, Michael, Bill, and Tabetha.

ET 2 Boatman has been with the Division and the 
Wilmington Team since 1989. He resides in Wilmington 
with his wife, Buffy Marie, and their daughters Molly 
Marie and Shelby Jo.

ET 2 Taylor joined the Patrol and the Wilmington 
Team in 2001. He resides in Sabina.

Wilmington group is State Electronics Technician Team of the Year

The Wilmington team was recognized for providing outstanding 
service to the district in 2005.

Jeff TaylorJeff Boatman

District Trooper Recognition Award Winners
Findlay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gerald Gibson, plainclothes investigator
Bucyrus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Wolfe, canine handler
Massillon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robin Stotzer, load limit inspector
Piqua . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shaun Smart, canine handler
Columbus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary Neitzelt, motor carrier enforcement
Wilmington  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nelson Holden, plainclothes investigator
Jackson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nicholas Johnson canine handler
Berea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Halligan, plainclothes investigator
GHQ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Troy Homrighausen, training instructor

Thomas Halligan

Bill Culp



Motor Carrier Enforcement 
Inspector Thomas Michael won the 
2005 Motor Carrier Enforcement 
Inspector of the Year Award.

Commercial motor vehicle 
troopers, load limit 
inspector troopers, and 
motor carrier enforcement 
inspectors are eligible for 
the award. The winner is 
selected based on a written 
test, personal interview, and 

review of qualifications.
Michael has worked in the transportation 

industry for 27 years in a wide variety of positions 
from driver to inspector. He has previously served 
as a law enforcement officer and taught commercial 
vehicle familiarization and maintenance at the Ohio 
Peace Officers Training Academy.

This experience gives him a true understanding 

of the inspection process and the ability to communicate 
f luently with carriers about the process and the safety ratings 
that result from inspections.

He joined the Division in 2004. He and his wife Gail, 
live in Akron.
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Executive Secretary Fermina 
Sanchez and Personnel Off icer 3 
Julie Lee won the Patrol’s Employee 
Recognition Awards, which honor 
employees whose positions fall 
outside the sworn off icer and 
communications categories.

Sanchez, who is assigned to 
Warren DHQ, is the 2005 Employee 
Recognition Award winner from the 
districts. She was the Warren District’s 
nominee for the second consecutive year 
and was selected for her vast knowledge 
and experience, which are relied on by 
many people in the district.

Sanchez, who resides in Fowler, 

joined the Division in 1959 
and is the Patrol’s longest 
serving employee.

Lee works at GHQ in the 
Office of Human Resource 
Management. She won the 
overall Employee Recognition 
Award from among the GHQ 
sections.

She was recognized for 
her thorough and high quality 
work, especially as a member of 
the PeopleSoft oversight team, 
which worked to ensure the integrity of 
the new system. Her overall excellence 
was recognized last fall when she was 

promoted to her current position.
Lee joined the Patrol in 1997. Her 

husband is S/Lt. Shawn Lee, Academy. 
They reside in Circleville.

Fermina Sanchez and Julie Lee win Employee Recognition Awards

Fermina Sanchez Julie Lee

District Employee Recognition

Findlay ........................................................ Judy Hale
Bucyrus .........................................................Amy Bils
Massillon ..................................................Albert Allen
Warren .............................................Fermina Sanchez
Piqua ....................................................... Lisa Roberts
Columbus ............................................ Steven Morgan
Cambridge ............................................ James Kovacik
Wilmington .......................................Roger Workman
Jackson ..................................................... David Kisor
Berea ....................................................Nicole Waiters

GHQ Employee Recognition

Tech. & Comm. Services .....................Randall Bogue

Strategic Services.....................................Todd Gaudet

Recruitment & Training .................Roger Hardbarger

Investigative Services ......................Melinda Harrison

Field Operations ..........................PO2 Brian Hatcher

Human Resource Management .................... Julie Lee

Finance & Logistic Services ............. Sandy Stellmack

Thomas Michael is Motor Carrier Enforcement Inspector of the Year

Thomas Michael

District Commercial Motor Carrier 
Enforcement Inspector Award Winners

Findlay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MCEI Douglas Vansickle
Bucyrus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tpr. William Ogden
Massillon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MCEI Thomas Michael
Warren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MCEI Glen Maffitt
Piqua . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MCEI Douglas Staudt
Columbus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .MCEI Brock Brown
Cambridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MCEI Robert Kernik
Wilmington  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MCEI Jackie Goins
Jackson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .MCEI Benjamin Walker
Berea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tpr. Frank Benett
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Commercial vehicle crashes decreased by at least 20 
percent on nine high fatal-crash routes, including a 26 percent 
decrease on Interstate 76 in Summit County and a 46 percent 
drop in commercial crashes on State Route 2 in Ottawa 
County, according to a recent report released by the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol’s Research Unit. 

In the Safety and Traffic Report Part II, the Patrol’s 
Research Unit evaluated the effects of the Northern Ohio 
Freight Strategy on the Turnpike’s parallel routes. Researchers 
analyzed data for 30,000 crashes on 1,200 miles of roadway 
across 29 Ohio counties. While data supports improvements 
on the parallel route system, the largest safety effects occurred 
on several dangerous roadways in northern Ohio. 

 Among the project’s clear successes:

1. Fewer commercial vehicles used parallel routes. 
Commercial volume dropped 17 percent on routes 
selected for the evaluation. 

2. Targeted enforcement efforts proved successful. 
Troopers issued more than 500 overweight commercial 
vehicle citations and the Patrol’s increased presence in 
northern Ohio was successful in maintaining vehicle 
speeds during the study period. 

3. Traffic safety dramatically increased. Commercial 
crashes decreased on 55 percent of the roadway segments 
analyzed in the study, which contributed to 275 fewer 
fatal and injury crashes. 

Researchers also revealed fatal and injury crashes on 
U.S. 20 in Fulton County, which historically is among the 

most dangerous roadways in the state, fell 32 percent dur-
ing the study.

These results validate a long-held position by state troop-
ers that large trucks on narrow two- and four-lane roadways in 
northern Ohio pose significant traffic safety dangers. Tragical-
ly, it took the death of six individuals, returning home after a 
June 2004 visit to Cedar Point, in a commercial-related traffic 
crash on State Route 2 in Ottawa County to bring appropri-
ate attention to the problem and affect change.

Resulting from that tragedy, Governor Taft instructed 
the Ohio Turnpike Commission, Ohio Department of 
Transportation, and Ohio State Highway Patrol to identify 
and implement strategies to create safer highways in north-
ern Ohio.

In October 2004, these agencies released the Northern 
Ohio Freight Strategy that outlined a series of steps intended 
to move commercial vehicles off parallel routes and back 
onto the Turnpike. Three keys to achieving this goal were rais-
ing the commercial speed limit on the Turnpike from 55-mph 
to 65-mph, reducing commercial tolls, and increasing enforce-
ment in this part of the state.

In October 2005, the Patrol released the Safety and Traf-
fic Report Part I that documented the effects of the speed 
limit change on the Ohio Turnpike. Findings showed that 
although efforts to move commercial vehicles back to the 
Turnpike were successful, the 65 mph speed limit for large 
trucks led to a significant increase in traffic crashes.

The following chart highlights major findings from 
the alternate routes project. Additional information on the 
project can be found at www.statepatrol.ohio.gov by clicking 
on the publications link.

Patrol’s traffic safety efforts in northern Ohio prove successful

Alternate Routes to the Ohio Turnpike

Overall Crash Picture

Total Crashes 5 percent decrease (812 fewer crashes)

Total Injury and Fatal Crashes 8 percent decrease (275 fewer crashes)

Commercial Crashes 6 percent decrease (141 fewer crashes)

Commercial Injury and Fatal Crashes
(dry road conditions)

6 percent decrease (25 fewer crashes)

Commercial Rear-End Crashes 17 percent decrease (60 fewer crashes)

Traffic Volume and Average Speeds

Total Volume 4 percent decrease (14,000 fewer vehicles daily)*

Commercial Volume 17 percent decrease (16,000 fewer vehicles daily)*

*Individual vehicle trips could be counted multiple times if they crossed more than one counter in a given monitoring period.
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Inter-operable communications is one of the key tools 
we are using to succeed both in our core mission and home-
land security responsibilities.

As recently as last fall during the hurricane Katrina and 
Rita disasters, first responders were hampered in their opera-
tions because they did not have integrated operational voice 
and data communications. It was a huge problem on 9/11 
in New York City, and continues to be a major obstacle fac-
ing first responders across the country.

Fortunately for Ohio, and for our Division, inter-oper-
able communications is an area in which we are in much 
better shape than most of the rest of the country.

The Multi-Agency Radio Communication System 
(MARCS) is Ohio’s 800-megahertz radio system which 
provides voice and data service across the state. The Office 
of Information Technology - MARCS Project Office, in 
conjunction with the Ohio Department of Administrative 
Services, is the MARCS administrator in Ohio. 

We are currently using mobile computer terminals 
(MCT), 800-megahertz MARCS radios, and computer-aided 
dispatch (CAD) in most of the state. The majority of our 
posts have “live” voice and data service, and those areas in 
southern and southeastern Ohio with voice only coverage 
should be “live” on data by the end of spring. 

Our dispatchers have been trained statewide on the use of 
the CAD. MCT training will begin for sworn officers in the 
Cambridge and Jackson districts this spring. Once completed, 
sworn officers in all districts will have received MCT training. 

B/I Web training is also planned for post personnel. 
B/I Web is a web-based application that allows the posts 
to retrieve information out of the CAD. This information 
can be queried for reporting purposes or to obtain specific 
information. 

MARCS links voice and data communications across Ohio

The Ohio State Highway 
Patrol is projecting an increase in 
overall Ohio traffic crash deaths. 
Over 1,300 people were killed 
on Ohio roadways last year, an 
increase from 1,285 in 2004. 

Although statistics have not 
been received from all law enforce-
ment agencies, an increase in ur-
ban fatal crashes is also projected. 

Fatal crashes occurring in 
the four major metropolitan areas 
(Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleve-
land and Dayton) accounted 
for 50 percent of all urban fatal 
crashes and 16 percent of total 
fatal crashes in 2005. 

“Troopers across the state are 
focused and dedicated to reduc-
ing traffic fatalities, injuries, and 
tragedy on Ohio roadways by 
educating drivers and enforcing 

Ohio’s traffic laws,” Colonel Paul 
McClellan, Superintendent of the 
Patrol, said.

“The motoring public must 
continue to assist troopers in 
these efforts by obeying all traffic 
laws, reporting impaired or aggres-
sive drivers, and buckling up each 
and every time they travel.”

Statewide in 2005, provisional 
data is showing that 36 percent 
of all fatal crashes were alcohol-re-
lated. Troopers also arrested nearly 
25,000 drivers who were operating 
a vehicle under the inf luence of 
drugs and/or alcohol on Ohio 
roadways.

“It is imperative that motor-
ists plan ahead and designate a 
sober driver or choose another 
safe alternative to traveling home,” 
McClellan said.

Traffic crash deaths up slightly in 2005
Number of urban and alcohol-related crash deaths increase

Ohio Insurance Institute 
recognizes Patrol’s auto 
larceny enforcement

The Ohio Insurance Institute (OII) and 
Ohio’s insurance industry saluted the Patrol’s 
30 Ace Award winners for 2005 and the 
Division’s overall commitment to auto larceny 
enforcement at a banquet February 16.

Troopers recovered 625 stolen vehicles 
valued at more than $3.9 million. Nearly 
700 suspects were charged with an auto theft 
related offense in 2005. 

“The insurance industry is very 
appreciative of the Patrol’s efforts in curbing 
auto theft,” said Daniel Kelso, OII president. 
“The troopers receiving Ace designation go 
above and beyond the call of duty.”

The OII is a trade association representing 
insurance companies and agent groups for 
Ohio’s property/casualty insurance industry. 
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The video starts with a 
disclaimer: “This job is not for the 
average person.” Suddenly scenes 
f lash across the screen of patrol 
vehicles in pursuit, officers arresting 
resistant suspects, helicopters, and 
special response officers, while rock 
music blares in the background.

It’s the Patrol’s new recruitment 
marketing video and it’s on our Web 
site: http://statepatrol.ohio.gov/
recruit.htm. 

“It’s Real – Ohio Needs You!” is 
a new recruitment media marketing 
program that was unveiled in 
early February by the Office of 
Recruitment and Training. 

Showcasing the dynamic aspects 
of being an Ohio State Highway 
Patrol trooper, the 2006 recruitment 
marketing strategy is targeting a 
qualified applicant pool consisting 
of people who genuinely want to 
become Ohio State Highway Patrol 
troopers, and who are willing to 
make the sacrifices necessary to 
achieve that objective. 

The new effort applies public 
relations strategies to recruitment 
marketing, as seen with U.S. military 
branch recruitment marketing, to 

create those opportunities.
This spring every Ohio college 

and university and over 200,000 
Ohio college students are being 
directly marketed to with the 
same, “Ohio needs you!” message. 
Marketing includes paid campus 
newspaper ads, posters on campuses 
in high-traffic areas, and direct emails 
to students across the state. 

Designing a theme to build 
the marketing program around was 
a priority. Visual Communications 
personnel developed newspaper 
advertisements that highlight several 
unique aspects of being a trooper. 
Three separate trooper images 
(taken from the troopers on the 
2005 LifeStat 1.0 poster) are being 
interchanged in the design depending 
on the demographic we are trying 
to reach with each paid newspaper 
advertisement. 

We also significantly enhanced 
other recruitment marketing efforts 
in keeping with the design theme of 
the print advertising piece. 

Foremost is a new recruitment 
Web site developed by Public 
Affairs that includes an on-line 
application and new, fast-paced 

60-second recruitment marketing 
video produced by Video Production 
staff. It features in-car video and real 
aspects of being an Ohio trooper 
including traffic law enforcement, 
homeland security, drug interdiction, 
and arresting impaired drivers. The 
new video is also linked on the Web 
site, which is significantly improving 
the marketability of the Division’s 
recruitment efforts. 

This recruitment marketing 
plan will also integrate recruitment-
related media marketing into 
the overall marketing and public 
relations efforts.

A second tier of recruitment 
involves Ohio high schools through 
programs like Buckle Up for a 
Successful Season. Other examples 
include recruitment messages 
blended into safety education 
marketing programs, media 
interviews, Public Affairs outreach 
including a monthly colonel/post 
commander column, Web site 
marketing, and coordination of 
multi-media safety presentations at 
the local and state levels.

Check it all out at http://
statepatrol.ohio.gov/recruit.htm.

It’s Real – Ohio Needs You!
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Approximately 50,000 Ohio school 
children visit the Statehouse each year on 
official school tours. In most instances, 
these children see Ohio State Highway 
Patrol troopers when they arrive, as they 
are touring, and as they depart.

A few weeks ago, troopers work-
ing at the Statehouse’s Third Street 
entrance began providing each student 
with an inkless fingerprint identif ica-
tion kit which provides parents and 
guardians with a clean, convenient way 
to record their child’s fingerprints and 
physical characteristics on a card they 
can keep at home.

Each kit is comprised of an inkless 
fingerprinting card, a DNA collection 
envelope, and a laminated wallet card.

In conjunction with the National 
Child Identification Program, which 
was created in 1997 by the American 
Football Coaches Association (AFCA) 
as a community service initiative to 
help protect America’s youth and 
change the statistics related to missing 
children, we hope to further protect 
the safety and security of Ohio families 
through this effort.

According to recent FBI statis-
tics, each year in the United States 
approximately 450,000 children run 
away, 300,000 children are abducted 
by a family member, and 50,000 chil-

dren are abducted by 
strangers.

There are some 
clear benefits to the kits 
troopers are handing 
out at the Statehouse. 
The parent or guardian 
fingerprints his or her 
own child and keeps 
the identification card 
at home, decentralizing 
the process for law 
enforcement.

At times of stress, 
parents can immediate-
ly provide authorities 
with the identif ication 
card, which includes 
vital information about 
their missing child. 
Plus, f ingerprints can 
be scanned into the 
National Crime Infor-
mation Center database to help locate 
an abducted or runaway child.

While the national program’s 
initial effort focused on distributing 
identification kits at college football 
stadiums, the program has expanded 
to include state-by-state efforts at 
schools across the country, as well as 
through strategic partnerships with 
prominent organizations such as the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 
18,000 law enforcement agencies across 
the country, and numerous corporate 
partnerships. Since 1997, more than 14 
million identification kits have been 
distributed.

We should be proud to be part of 
the largest child identification effort 
ever conducted, with a goal of finger-
printing 60 million children in the 
United States.

Children visiting Statehouse receive child I.D. kits for their parents

The Capitol Operations Unit hosted an open 
house at their newly relocated administrative of-
fices in the Rhodes State Office Tower on January 
24. The unit is responsible for the security of state 
buildings throughout Columbus.

Capitol Operations has officers stationed at 
the Statehouse, Riffe Center, Rhodes Tower, Ohio 
Justice Center (Supreme Court), and the Gover-
nor’s Residence, and also is responsible for the 
Division’s Explosive Detection Canine Unit.

The Patrol has a long history of service at the 
Ohio Statehouse. Colonel Anson Cook instituted 
the Division’s Executive Protection Unit in 1964 
to provide security and related services for the 
governor. Around the same time, civil disturbanc-
es necessitated a more constant security presence 
at the Statehouse.

Capitol Ops hosts open house

Public Safety Director Ken Morckel and Colonel Paul McClellan present Cer-
tificates of Appreciation to executives from the Ohio Building Authority, who 
were instrumental in relocating the Capitol Operations administrative offices.

S/Lt. Dan Springs presents child ID kits to students 
from an elementary school in Cardington. 



13www.statepatrol.ohio.gov

Advancing the mission to protect 
Ohioans from terrorism, the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol has partnered with the 
Ohio Department of Public Safety, 
Ohio Homeland Security, and Ohio law 
enforcement agencies in a new public 
awareness campaign called “See Some-
thing, Say Something.”

The campaign aims to educate 
Ohioans on the possible signs of ter-
rorism and urges the public to report 
suspicious activity to law enforcement. 

“See Something, Say Something” 
provides examples of suspicious behav-
ior and urges the public to contact local 
law enforcement or the Ohio Terrorism 
Tipline (1-877-OHS-INTEL) if suspi-
cious activity is observed.

“Our new campaign highlights 

our ongoing commitment to f ighting 
terrorism and protecting the safety 
and well-being of Ohioans,” said 
Director Morckel, who also serves as 
Chair of the State of Ohio Security 
Task Force.

“We want Ohioans to know that 
they too can do their part in making 
our state safer through the See Some-
thing campaign.”

The campaign involves informa-
tional posters and other marketing 
materials that will be distributed to 
public places across the state such as 
BMV locations, driver exam stations, 
highway rest stops, parks, schools and 
transportation hubs.

The posters remind Ohioans to 
“always be alert and aware of surround-

ings” and to report things that seem out 
of the ordinary such as:

• Unattended or abandoned bags in 
public places.

• Suspicious or unusual behavior such 
as someone tampering with security 
equipment; videotaping a government 
building, power plant, or bridge; or 
wearing a bulky winter coat on a hot 
summer day.

Also joining the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol in this campaign are 
the Ohio Homeland Security, Ohio 
Association of Chiefs of Police, Buckeye 
State Sheriffs’ Association, Ohio Crime 
Prevention Association, Ohio School 
Resource Officers Association and the 
Ohio Hispanic Coalition.

Patrol partners in “See Something, Say Something” initiative
Troopers encourage public to report suspicious activity to law enforcement

The Patrol commissioned 43 new troopers at a ceremony January 
6 at the Training Academy. The 145th Academy Class graduated after 
31 weeks of rigorous law enforcement training.

Kenneth Morckel, director of Ohio Public Safety, Colonel 
Paul McClellan, Patrol superintendent, and Kevin Brock, a deputy 
director for the Federal Bureau of Investigation, all addressed the 
graduates and presented their commissions and certif icates 
of training.

Courses completed by members of the 145th Class 
included firearms, traffic and criminal laws, self-defense, 
and crash investigation training. Tpr. Shawn Milburn, 
Canton Post, was selected class speaker and thanked the 
Academy staff, family, and friends for their support during 
the training period. 

Four graduates received special honors for top performance in 
various fields of study at the Patrol Academy. The honorees are:

 • Overall performance - Tpr. Timothy Grigsby, Lima 

 • Top performance in academics - Tpr. Megan Faith, Bucyrus 

 • Top performance in physical training - Tpr. Luke Forshey, Marietta

 • Top performance in firearms - Tpr. Jason Halstead, Canton 

 • Top performance in driving – Tpr. Timothy Grigsby, Lima.

The new troopers reported to their posts January 9. The troopers’ 
f irst 60 working days are a field-training period under the guidance 
of a veteran officer. The new troopers are assigned to 23 of the 
Patrol’s 55 posts.

Patrol commissions 43 new troopers 

145th
Academy Class
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Ohio State Highway Patrol troopers made the largest 
crack cocaine seizure in our history February 1 on the Ohio 
Turnpike in Lorain County and filed a felony charge on a 
Detroit man in connection with the seizure. 

The 34-year-old suspect was charged with possession of 
cocaine, a first-degree felony. 

Troopers stopped a 2006 Ford Crown Victoria driven 
by the suspect for a speed violation. A Patrol drug-detecting 
canine alerted to the vehicle and a probable cause search 
revealed four and one-half pounds of crack cocaine hidden in 
the trunk of the vehicle. The crack cocaine has an estimated 
street value of approximately $304,800.

As part of the LifeStat 1.0 initiative, troopers are taking 
more time during traffic stops and looking closer for key 
indicators of criminal behavior. By taking time to look 
beyond the traffic stop, our troopers are taking illegal drugs 
off the road before they make their way into communities 
across the country.

Our efforts are impacting the criminal element by 
disrupting illegal business activities through the interdiction 
of the drugs, as well as the impaired drivers who use them, 
from Ohio roadways.

While inspecting a school bus on November 30, 2005, Tpr. Lee Bur-
nem and Motor Vehicle Inspector Hugh Livesay, Jackson DHQ, were the 
first to find that the control arm that operates the service door of the bus 
caused a catch point that could snag an article of clothing or a drawstring.

School buses have been inspected for possible catch points in the 
service door area since 1996. Prior to the inspection and repair of catch 
points, six students nationwide died after a drawstring or article of cloth-
ing became stuck and the child was dragged by the school bus. Over the 
last 10 years, school bus manufacturers have been diligent in their efforts 
to design the service door area so it is free of any catch points. 

After discovering the problem with a new model of school bus,  
Burnem and Livesay documented their concerns and im-
mediately contacted the Patrol’s Office of Licensing and 
Commercial Standards, which in turn contacted the bus 
manufacturer.

The manufacturer reviewed the information provided 
by Burnem and Livesay and issued a recall through the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

Burnem and Livesay each received Certif icates of 
Recognition from the Patrol for their exemplary perfor-
mance and attention to detail in recognizing the safety 
concern and preventing the possible injury or death of 
schoolchildren.

Using a hex nut attached to a string to simulate a child’s 
drawstring or article of clothing, Tpr. Lee Burnem and 
MVI Hugh Livesay detected a potential safety hazard in a 
new model of school bus.

Lee Burnem Hugh Livesay

Patrol inspectors catch potentially hazardous school bus defect

On January 20, the Office of Licensing and Commer-
cial Standards implemented nine new supervisory positions 
to supervise all commercial enforcement and driver exami-
nation employees at each district.

The new district LCS Unit commanders allow commer-
cial enforcement coordinator sergeants, driver examination, 
and motor carrier enforcement inspector supervisors more 
time to provide interactive supervision of their employees 
and to support them in meeting our LifeStat1.0 initiative. 
The new district LCS Unit commanders are:

District One — Lt. Jon Cross
District Two — Lt. John Thompson
District Three — Lt. Edward Stevenson
District Four — Lt. Charles Veppert
District Five — Lt. Gordon Jackson
District Six — Lt. Ronald Kuszmaul
District Seven — Lt. Robert Bennington
District Eight — Lt. Mike Sanders
District Nine — Lt. Troy Johnson

District unit commanders oversee 
licensing, commercial employees

Turnpike stop nets record crack
cocaine seizure worth $304,000
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William Costas, a 29-year veteran of the Division, was 
promoted to lieutenant colonel and named assistant super-
intendent of operations February 13. He replaces Lt. Colo-
nel Arthur Reitz, who retired February 10 after 33 years of 
service, including three years as assistant superintendent.

As assistant superintendent of operations, Costas now 
supervises the activities of the Offices of Field Operations, 
Investigative Services, Licensing and Commercial Standards 
and Human Resource Management.

Prior to his promotion, Costas served as commander of 
the Office of Field Operations.

A member of our 100th Class, he graduated from the 
Academy in February 1977. After earning his commission, he 
served at our Elyria and Warren posts and was Warren’s Post 
Trooper of the Year in 1983.

He earned a promotion to sergeant in June 1984 and 
transferred to Chardon as an assistant post commander. 
Three years later he earned a promotion to lieutenant and 
was named commander of our Lancaster Post.

He returned to Warren in July 1990 when he was pro-
moted to staff lieutenant and Warren’s assistant district com-
mander. He assumed command of the district in February 
1993 with his promotion to captain.

In his career, he has earned our Health and Physi-
cal Fitness Award six times and has been recognized for 
20 years of safe driving. He also is a graduate of the FBI 
National Academy.

Costas and his wife, Rebecca, reside in Galloway.

William Costas promoted to assistant superintendent of operations

Sworn Promotions
Sergeant Lawrence V. Firmi, Bucyrus
Sergeant Phillip Ralston, Milan
Sergeant Kelly Weakley, Licensing & Commercial Standards
Sergeant Scott Wyckhouse, Findlay
Sergeant David Zatvarnicky, Springfield
Lt. Colonel William Costas, Administration
Major Christopher Minter, Field Operations
Captain Paul Pride, Cambridge DHQ
Sergeant Darrell Harris, Capitol Operations
Sergeant Bryan Kirk, Columbus DHQ
Lieutenant Kevin Brun, Delaware
Lieutenant Chad Enderby, Wooster
Lieutenant Gordon Jackson, Piqua DHQ
Lieutenant Jeffrey LaRoche, Cambridge
Lieutenant Anthony Lauer, Lebanon
Lieutenant Chad McGinty, Mt. Gilead
Lieutenant Jerrod Savidge, Findlay
Lieutenant John Thompson, Bucyrus DHQ
Lieutenant Charles Veppert, Warren DHQ

Sergeant Richard Chesar, St. Clairsville
Sergeant Pablo Cruz, Ashland
Sergeant Todd Cunningham, Mansfield
Sergeant Timothy Dearmitt, Medina
Sergeant Michael Hasson, Springfield
Sergeant Todd McDonald, Marietta
Sergeant Eric Wlodarsky, Mansfield
Staff Lieutenant Barry Donley, Cambridge DHQ
Lieutenant Shannon Gehrisch, Lima
Lieutenant David Lee, Zanesville
Sergeant Terrell Campbell, Swanton
Sergeant Michael Kemmer, Delaware

Professional Promotions
AA4 Brian Kitay, Strategic Services
MVI Rhonda Morrie, Dayton
DX2 Karen Myers, Findlay DHQ
NST3 David Wolfel, Technology & Communication Services
ES1 Cari Angelo, Human Resource Management

Colonel Paul McClellan presents Lt. Colonel William Costas 
with his commission at Costas’ promotion ceremony on 
February 13. The colonels are standing in front of a new 
retractable photo back drop that was installed at the Academy 
for use during promotions, press conferences, and other events.
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Amy Ivy was the trooper on site 
when I had an accident on Hanley 
Road in Mansfield. She was great and I 
just wanted to make sure you all know 
how wonderful I thought that she was. 
She was so nice and genuinely caring. 
She put us all at ease and was absolutely 
wonderful. The weather was terrible, but 
she was definitely a ray of sunshine.

Kim Baker
Mansfield

On January 7, I was stopped on 
I-75 by Trooper Eldridge of the Piqua 
Post. He cautioned me about allowing 
sufficient distance between vehicles 
since I had the added weight of pulling 
a trailer. He also pointed out that the 
straps that were securing my motorcycle 
to the trailer were loosening and could 
become unhooked.

I was thoroughly impressed with 
his knowledge and professionalism in 
dealing with me. I took his advice to 
heart and will exercise caution in future 
similar circumstances. Trooper Eldridge 
is a fine representative of the Ohio 
Patrol and has made me a better driver.

Fred Ziegman
Findlay

I just wanted to comment on my 
experience during a traffic stop. I would 
like to compliment Trooper Lewis on 
his professionalism and courtesy. This 
was my first experience with your force 
and I was very impressed. Thank you 
for keeping our roads and homes safe.

Sgt. Michael Markus (USMC, Active)
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

On January 6, I had a f lat tire 
while heading east on the Ohio 
Turnpike. Trooper Ausse stopped to 
offer assistance. She was terrific, a great 
representative of the Highway Patrol. 

She helped me change the tire and gave 
me a cloth to protect the inside of my 
van. In fact, I was struggling to put the 
spare tire on the wheel and she got in 
on the first try! She went above and 
beyond her duties and truly exceeded 
my expectations. I would like to thank 
her and also the Highway Patrol for all 
you do to help the citizens of Ohio.

Don Rogers
North Olmsted

I am contacting you to commend 
one of your officers. I was returning to 
my home in Pennsylvania from a surgical 
appointment for my dog at Ohio State 
University Vet Clinic. I had a flat tire 
an hour earlier, and AAA had put my 

“donut” spare on for the 3-hour trip 
home. The officer noticed me driving 
slowly with my emergency flashers on 
and stopped me to be sure I was okay.

When I explained my situation, he 
was concerned that the spare might not 
safely get me home. He convinced me to 
stop at a nearby Wal-Mart to buy a tire. 
He checked my tire size, called the store 
and made sure they had the right tire, 
asked them to stay open for my arrival, 
and personally escorted me to the store. 
I am very grateful to this wonderful 
officer. Had he not stopped me, I might 
not have made it home safely that night.

Claire Ahearn
McMurray, Pennsylvania

I would like to commend one of 
your troopers. My 8-year-old son and 
I were involved in an accident and 
Sgt. Brown responded. Not only was 
the response very prompt, but Sgt. 
Brown was extremely professional and 
courteous. My son was very upset and 
kept saying that he was afraid.

Sgt. Brown paid special attention 
to my son, asking him questions and 

explaining things to him. My son 
calmed down immediately due to Sgt. 
Brown’s kindness. Thanks to him, a bad 
situation was turned around for us.

The day after the accident, my 
son said he wanted to become a state 
trooper when he grows up. The people 
of Mahoning County are fortunate 
to have Sgt. Brown working for the 
Highway Patrol.

Kimberly Husk
Youngstown

I wish to acknowledge one of your 
troopers for an excellent job. My family 
and I were returning from Christmas 
dinner when I allowed the car to drift 
over the speed limit. (I admit I was not 
being attentive enough).

We were wondering who the 
trooper behind us was chasing when 
Trooper Black pulled in behind me. 
After assessing the situation, Trooper 
Black issued me a warning, wished us a 
safe trip and let us go on our way.

We immediately began discussing 
how professional and courteous 
Trooper Black was in handling the 
situation. I just wanted to let you know 
I appreciate Trooper Black and all of 
her co-workers and wanted to thank her, 
and them, for the, largely, thankless job 
they do. With much appreciation,

Gary Lee Brown
Batavia

I was down to Columbus 
from Youngstown for the Ohio 
State–Northwestern football game and 
wanted to say how impressed I was with 
the way the Patrol handled the traffic 
and security matters before, during, 
and after the game. You are all such 
professionals and an asset to this state.

Jim Gifford
Youngstown

Troopers praised for crash investigation,
motorist education, courteous representation
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Continuing an effort to convey the importance of 
the Patrol Auxiliary to the Division’s mission, three state-
wide Auxiliary awards were presented in conjunction with 
the Patrol’s Annual Awards luncheon.

At the February 10 event, Colonel Paul McClellan 
and Aux. Lt. Colonel Tom Forbes presented the William J. 
Duffy Award of Excellence, State Auxiliary Officer of the 
Year Award, and the Earl Ulmer Meritorious Service Award.

William J. Duffy Award of Excellence
Auxiliary Officer Robert Yodice, Chardon, received 

the Duffy Award. Yodice joined the Auxiliary in 2002 and 
has been an active member since that time, riding on all 
three shifts and in all 10 districts. He was the State Auxil-
iary Officer of the Year in 2002 and 2004.

The Duffy Award is named for the late Aux. Lt. Colo-
nel William Duffy. To be eligible for the award, members 
of the Auxiliary must have a minimum of 300 volunteer 
hours per year over three consecutive years, maintain 
physical fitness, and respond to emergency calls and special 
details when needed. Only 17 Auxiliary officers met the 
criteria in 2005. Yodice averaged 1619 hours per year for 
the last three years and has worked special details statewide.   

Auxiliary Officer of the Year
Auxiliary Lieutenant Thomas St. Clair, Warren, won 

the 2005 State Auxiliary Officer of the Year Award for 
his excellence and dedication as a volunteer. In 2005, he 
served 963 hours, of which 757 hours were worked across 
all shifts of patrol. Along with his patrol time, he worked on 
special projects related to criminal patrol tactical squads, com-
plaint investigations, and background investigations.

Earl Ulmer Meritorious Service Award
The Ulmer Award is the highest honor bestowed upon 

an Auxiliary officer and is awarded for outstanding service, 
courage, valor, or heroism. Auxiliary Officer William Bu-
cher, Delaware, earned the Earl Ulmer Meritorious Service 

Award for his assistance to a wounded trooper.
On April 19, 2005, Auxiliary Officer Bucher was riding 

with Tpr. Darius Roberts when they responded to a pursuit. 
When the pursuit ended, the suspect exited his car waving a 
large screwdriver at the responding officers. Ultimately, troop-
ers fired on the suspect and Tpr. Tiffany Appollonio was struck 
by a bullet. Auxiliary Bucher immediately went to the radio 
and advised that an officer had been shot and requested medi-
cal assistance. He then went to Tpr. Appollonio, helped her to 
the ground and performed first aid until medics arrived.

Statewide Auxiliary award winners honored at Patrol luncheon

From left: Colonel McClellan and Aux. Lt. Colonel Forbes present 
Auxiliary statewide awards to Aux. officers St. Clair, Yodice, and Bucher.

William BucherThomas St. ClairRobert Yodice

Auxiliary recruits graduate
Twenty-five new Auxiliary 

officers graduated from training 
February 25, bringing Auxiliary 
strength to 160 officers. The class 
trained at the Academy on weekends. 
Patrol instructors and field units 
provided the training which included 
an overview of the Patrol’s functions, 
Auxiliary officers’ role, firearms, Mace 
and Taser familiarization, subject 
control and survival techniques, 
law enforcement communication, 
homeland security, and Patrol policies. 
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 Troopers Dispatchers
Findlay District
Lima  Rustun Schack Matthew Johns
Defiance Bradley  Bucey Todd Tegenkamp
Findlay Christopher Kinn Linda Wolf
Toledo Douglas Elliot Jennifer Sabin
Van Wert Richard Reaver* Trena Bartz
Walbridge Christopher Fitzgerald Dorothy Bixler**

Bucyrus District
Bucyrus Matthew Ruth Brent Sigler*
Sandusky Shane Zehnder Heidi Maloy
Norwalk Gary Griffeth Scott Robenalt
Marion Timothy Errington Pamela Hershberger
Mansfield Adam Burkhart* Wendy Carey
Fremont Nathan Henn Brian Flahiff

Massillon District
Ashland John Jackson Christopher Baker
Elyria Audali Torres Elizabeth Hyer*
Medina Martina Jackson Susan Krall
Canton Christopher Castellanos* Denise Peterson
Wooster Richard Menges Kevin Yoder

Warren District
Ashtabula Jason Bonar Margaret Sharp
Lisbon Craig Monte Amy Williams*
Chardon Lawrence Roberts Julie Szeker
Canfield David Zatvarnicky* Nicole Madick
Ravenna Gary Whitacre Vicki Smith
Warren Lindsey Woodward Michelle Higgins

Piqua District
Wapakoneta John Westerfield** Tamara McKinnis
Springfield Timothy Durben Cynthia Bentley*
Piqua Stephen Tharp Anna Jones
Dayton William Dendler Brandy Parks
Marysville Timothy Ehrenborg Tammy Newport

* District Winners **State Winners

 Troopers Dispatchers
Columbus District
Delaware James Tracy Kristina Jones
Lancaster Matthew Tharp Erica Strausbaugh
Granville Chad Maines Tonya Birchfield
West Jefferson Shane Meddock Catherine Routte
Mt. Gilead Garic Warner Carrie Mermann
Circleville Michael Munyon* Kimberly Aberts
Comm Center  Michael Megison*

Cambridge District
St. Clairsville Michael Nelson Diane Holubeck
Cambridge Maurice Waddell  Sara Morgan
Steubenville Edward Pfouts Paula Peterson
Zanesville Mark Masters Gavin Kurtz
New Phila. Roy Beach* Betsy Worrell*
Marietta Steven Wetz Robert Holter

Wilmington District
Georgetown Jason Taylor Rebel Martin
Hamilton Stanley Oligee  Anitha Burtosky-Mays
Batavia Jason McElfresh Ronald Newman*
Wilmington Mark Wells Jennifer Seaman
Xenia Jacob Pyles* Thomas Faris
Lebanon Timothy Hall Travis Jones
 
Jackson District
Athens Robert Bradley Eddie Evans
Gallipolis Robert Jacks* Brandy Laudermilt*
Jackson Shawn Kelly Jason Saunders
Ironton Chad Canter Drew Fry
Chillicothe Troy Sexton Joseph Pickerrell
Portsmouth Joseph Baisden Jason Whitt

Berea District
Swanton Philip Mohre 
Milan David Francway 
Hiram Lewis Finsen* 
Berea DHQ  Linda White*

2005 Post Troopers and Dispatchers of the Year

Certificate of Recognition
Tpr. John Hernandez, Swan-

ton, received a Certificate of Recogni-
tion for apprehending a burglary sus-
pect. On September 24, 2005, he was 
off-duty at his home when a neigh-
bor called about a suspicious man 
attempting to enter another house. 
Tpr. Hernandez went to investigate. 
When the suspect saw him approach, 
he fled through adjoining yards. Tpr. 
Hernandez gave chase while other 
neighbors called 911.

After a short pursuit, the suspect fell into a covered 
swimming pool. Tpr. Hernandez ordered the suspect out of 
the pool and the man surrendered to Tpr. Hernandez. Toledo 
police took the suspect into custody and confirmed that he 
was connected to at least 20 prior burglaries in the area.

Dispatcher Martin Miller, 
Hamilton, received a Certificate of 
Recognition for his handling of an 
emergency call that led to the rescue 
of two teenage kidnapping victims.

On December 30, 2005, Dis-
patcher Miller answered a call from 
a 17-year-old Michigan girl who was 
being held with her brother by their 
father who was threatening to kill 
them by driving the car they were in 
off a bridge. Although the caller was 
extremely upset, Dispatcher Miller was able to keep her calm 
enough to help him determine their location. 

Using information obtained from the girl, Dispatcher 
Miller helped troopers locate the suspect vehicle and take the 
children’s father into custody without incident.

John Hernandez Martin Miller
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Tpr. Patrick Abel
Tpr. Michael Akers
Tpr. Shawn Allar
Tpr. Gregory Allen
Tpr. Brian Alloy
Tpr. Robert Bailey
Tpr. Joseph Baisden
Tpr. Joshua Baker
Tpr. Mark Ball
Tpr. Larry Barrett
Tpr. Shaun Baskerville
Tpr. Thomas Bloomberg
Tpr. Robert Bodo
Tpr. Jason Bonar
Tpr. William Bowers
Tpr. Jason Cadle
Tpr. Shad Caplinger
Tpr. Ricky Caraway
Tpr. Eric Caudill
Sgt. Richard Chesar
Tpr. Philip Clemons
Tpr. Chadwick Clingenpeel
Tpr. Bryan Conley
Tpr. Shawn Cook
Tpr. Steven Crabtree
Tpr. Christopher Crisafi
Tpr. Justin Daley
Tpr. Steven Daughtery
Tpr. Richard Dixon
Tpr. Chad Durben
Tpr. Timothy Durham
Tpr. Timothy Ehrenborg
Tpr. Jason Eiden
Tpr. Sean Eitel
Tpr. Ryan Elsey
Tpr. Erika Englund
Tpr. Timothy Errington
Sgt. Lawrence V. Firmi

Tpr. Christopher Fitzgerald
Tpr. Michelle Folden
Tpr. Anthony Fox
Tpr. Charles Gannon
Sgt. Mark Glennon
Tpr. Erik Golias
Tpr. Jeffrey Greene
Tpr. David Griffith
Tpr. Charles Grizzard
Tpr. Nathan Haas
Tpr. Robert Haislop
Tpr. Matthew Hamilton
Tpr. James Hannon
Sgt. Michael Harmon
Tpr. Jason Hayes
Tpr. Aarron Hayes
Tpr. Samuel Hendricks
Tpr. Nathan Henn
Tpr. Matthew Himes
Tpr. Rocky Hise
Tpr. Jason Hodge
Tpr. Nicholas Hoffman
Tpr. Danny Howard
Tpr. Brent Hunter
Tpr. James Hutchinson
Tpr. Dana Hutton
Tpr. Paul Isgett
Tpr. Robert Jacks
Tpr. Charles Jackson
Tpr. Daniel Jesse
Tpr. Nicholas Johnson
Tpr. Kacy Jones
Tpr. Jeffrey Kaess
Tpr. Daniel Keller
Tpr. Donald Kelley
Tpr. Christopher Kelley
Tpr. Roger Kuhn
Tpr. Rusty Lanning

Tpr. Neil Laughlin
Tpr. Nathan Lawson
Tpr. Johnnie Lemons
Tpr. Nicholas Lunsford
Tpr. Nick Malo
Tpr. Gregory Mamula
Tpr. Allen Marcum
Tpr. Michael McCarthy
Tpr. Robert McClelland
Sgt. Todd McDonald
Tpr. Brian McFarland
Tpr. Charles Mendenhall
Tpr. Jeremy Mendenhall
Tpr. Jason Metzger
Sgt. Christopher Midkiff
Tpr. Theresa Mikesh
Tpr. Kevin Milligan
Tpr. Shane Morrow
Tpr. Theodore Neal
Tpr. David Norman
Tpr. Bryan Pack
Tpr. Corey Pennington
Tpr. Edward Pfouts
Tpr. Patrick Pfouts
Tpr. Phet Phong
Tpr. Jacob Pyles
Tpr. Rodney Ramps
Tpr. Ryan Randall
Tpr. Richard Reaver
Tpr. David Richendollar
Tpr. Scott Roark
Tpr. Lawrence Roberts
Tpr. Issac Saunders
Tpr. Rustun Schack
Tpr. Jeremy Schuldt
Tpr. Michael Seibel
Tpr. Troy Sexton
Sgt. Lance Shearer

Tpr. Thomas Shevlin
Sgt. John Silvey
Tpr. Shawn Simms
Tpr. Chandra Skufca
Tpr. Shaun Smart
Sgt. Christopher Smith
Tpr. Joel Smith
Tpr. James Sparkman
Tpr. Lana Spriggs
Tpr. Jennifer Stabler
Tpr. Jeffrey Staples
Tpr. Sidney Steele
Tpr. Heath Strawser
Tpr. Jason Sulzener
Sgt. Karla Taulbee
Tpr. Jason Taylor
Tpr. Matthew Them
Tpr. Adam Throckmorton
Tpr. Timothy Timberlake
Tpr. Andrew Topp
Tpr. Audali Torres
Tpr. James Tracy
Tpr. Michael Trader
Tpr. Shannon Utter
Tpr. Kevin Veletean
Tpr. Ricky Vitte
Tpr. Maurice Waddell
Tpr. Donald Walker
Tpr. Nathan Ward
Tpr. Christopher Ward
Tpr. Gary Whitacre
Tpr. Jeremy Wickman
Tpr. Michael Wilson
Sgt. Eric Wlodarsky
Tpr. Travis Woodyard
Sgt. Scott Wyckhouse

2005 Criminal Patrol Award
These officers earned Certificates of Recognition for achieving at least five felony case investigations that resulted in felony arrests.

Certificate of Recognition
Tpr. Nicholas Johnson, 

Jackson DHQ, received a Certificate 
of Recognition for life saving actions 
during a traffic stop on June 21, 
2005. Tpr. Shaun Smart and Tpr. 
Larry Barrett stopped a vehicle on 
suspicion of impaired driving. They 
observed a syringe in the driver’s 
lap and that the man was obviously 
under the influence of drugs.

As Tpr. Smart and Tpr. 
Stephen Crabtree attempted to 
speak to a passenger in the car, the man fell unconscious 
and stopped breathing. Tpr. Smart performed CPR for 20 
minutes while Tpr. Johnson, Tpr. Barrett, and Tpr. Crabtree 
assisted. It was later determined that both the passenger and 
driver had suffered drug overdoses. If not for the troopers at 

the scene, both men may have died.

Sgt. Patrick Kellum, Capitol 
Operations, received a Certificate 
of Recognition for his efforts at a 
house fire on August 1, 2005.

After working the previous 
night, Sgt. Kellum arrived home and 
smelled smoke in the neighborhood. 
He quickly located the source — a 
fire in the exterior of one of the 
houses. He called 911 and banged 
on the front door of the house to 
alert the sleeping occupants.

Once the family of five had safely f led the house, Sgt. 
Kellum successfully used a garden hose to extinguish the 
f lames before the fire department arrived.

Nicholas Johnson

Patrick Kellum
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Tpr. Patrick Abel, Hiram, 
recovered five stolen vehicles valued at 
$75,000 and apprehended six suspects 
to earn his second Ace Award.

Three of his recoveries came 
after Ohio Turnpike dispatchers 
advised him that the Automatic 
Plate Recognition (APR) scanners 
used on the Turnpike had identified 
a stolen vehicle. In each instance, 
Tpr. Abel successfully located the 
suspect vehicle, conducted a stop, 
and arrested the suspect drivers without incident.

Tpr. Robert Bodo, Walbridge, 
recovered five stolen vehicles valued 
at $10,400 and apprehended six 
suspects to earn his first Ace Award.

He recovered a 1996 Dodge 
valued at $2,500 after a conducting a 
routine LEADS check on the vehicle 
while it was parked at a rest area. Tpr. 
Bodo took the suspect into custody 
without incident and later learned 
the man had stolen the car just hours 
after he was released from jail in 
Tennessee for stealing a car.

Tpr. William Bowers, 
Walbridge, recovered five stolen 
vehicles valued at $14,300 and 
apprehended eight suspects to earn 
his second Ace Award.

He recovered a 1995 Chevrolet 
after he attempted to stop the vehicle 
for a speed violation of 82 mph in a 
60 mph zone and a pursuit ensued. 
The suspect crashed into a utility 
pole and fled on foot. Tpr. Bowers 
apprehended the suspect before he 
could reach the roadway and found him in possession of 14 
small bags of marijuana.

Tpr. Chad Durben, 
Portsmouth, recovered five stolen 
vehicles valued at $24,500 and 
apprehended seven suspects to earn 
his first Ace Award.

He recovered a 1991 Toyota 
after a license plate check revealed 
the vehicle was stolen. The suspect 
admitted he had used crack cocaine 
shortly before he was stopped and 
was in possession of more crack, 
digital scales, and a loaded handgun.

Tpr. Robert Jacks, Gallipolis, 
recovered five stolen vehicles valued 
at $22,500 and apprehended seven 
suspects to earn his first Ace Award.

His recovery of a 1996 Ford 
helped uncover a large theft ring. 
Through a subsequent investigation 
by the Scioto County Sheriff ’s 
Office, four additional suspects 
were ultimately arrested and four 
vehicles, large amounts of drugs and 
currency, and other property also 
were recovered.

Tpr. Charles Jackson, Elyria, 
recovered five stolen vehicles valued at 
$18,000 and apprehended five suspects 
to earn his second Ace Award.

He recovered a 1994 Nissan 
valued on November 27, 2005. Tpr. 
Jackson stopped a suspect for a 
traffic violation and subsequently 
arrested the woman for OVI. The 
owner of the vehicle was contacted 
and advised that the suspect did not 
have permission to have the vehicle.

Tpr. Bradley Johnson, 
Portsmouth, recovered five stolen 
vehicles valued at $13,900 and 
apprehended six suspects to earn his 
first Ace Award.

He recovered a 1988 Dodge 
which had been involved in a 
one-vehicle crash that injured the 
driver and passenger. A LEADS 
check on the driver revealed that he 
was wanted by the Scioto County 
Sheriff ’s Office on an assault warrant 
and Tpr. Johnson arrested him at the hospital. Meanwhile, 
the vehicle’s owner had contacted the Portsmouth Post to 
report that his truck had been stolen the day before.

Tpr. Michael McCarthy, 
Canton, recovered five stolen 
vehicles valued at $15,600 and 
apprehended five suspects to earn 
his first Ace Award.

He recovered a 1992 Chevrolet 
after he stopped the vehicle for a 
traffic violation. The driver was 
subsequently arrested for OVI and 
DUS and was found in possession 
of prescription painkillers without a 
prescription.

Patrick Abel

Robert Bodo

Robert Jacks

Charles Jackson

Bradley Johnson

Ace Award

Michael McCarthy

William Bowers

Chad Durben
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Tpr. Corey Pennington, 
Chillicothe, recovered five stolen 
vehicles valued at $24,500 and 
apprehended five suspects to earn 
his first Ace Award.

He made all of his recoveries in 
the 20-day span between November 
9 and November 29, 2005. He 
recovered a 2002 Hyundai after 
stopping the suspect for a speed 
violation of 83 in a 60 mph zone. 
The suspect, who provided a false 
identity, was arrested for OVI before a registration check on 
the vehicle revealed it was stolen from West Virginia.

Tpr. Troy Sexton, Chillicothe, 
recovered five stolen vehicles valued 
at $30,500 and apprehended five 
suspects to earn his first Ace Award.

On November 10, 2005, he 
was dispatched to the scene of a 
crash where he arrested the 17-year-
old suspect for OVI. Subsequent 
investigation revealed the 2004 Jeep 
valued at $25,000 had been stolen.

Sgt. John Silvey, Gallipolis, 
recovered five stolen vehicles valued 
at $19,500 and apprehended seven 
suspects to earn his first Ace Award.

Sgt. Silvey made his recoveries 
as a trooper at the Portsmouth 
Post prior to his promotion to 
sergeant on November 28, 2005. 
He recovered a 1992 Honda 
after stopping the vehicle for a 
registration violation. Sgt. Silvey 
found that the vehicle’s VIN plate 

had been tampered with and the VIN had been removed from 
the door. After checking the confidential VIN, a LEADS 
check revealed the vehicle was stolen.

Tpr. James Tracy, Delaware, 
recovered f ive stolen vehicles 
valued at $23,500 and apprehended 
f ive suspects to earn his f irst Ace 
Award.

He recovered four stolen 
vehicles between June 21 and July 17, 
2005. He recovered a 1994 Chevrolet 
after a conducting a routine LEADS 
check on the vehicle while it was 
parked at a rest area. Tpr. Tracy took 
the suspect into custody without 
incident and later learned the man was 
wanted by Akron police on a felony warrant.

Tpr. Michael Wilson, 
Canfield, recovered five stolen 
vehicles valued at $12,300 and 
apprehended six suspects to earn his 
first Ace Award.

He recovered a 1989 Buick after 
stopping the vehicle for a traffic 
violation. During the enforcement 
contact, Tpr. Wilson noted that 
the steering column was a different 
color than the interior and dash 
and that the VIN plate appeared to 
have been tampered with and was different than the VIN 
on the federal identif ication sticker. A LEADS check on the 
VIN on the sticker revealed that the vehicle was stolen.

Corey Pennington

Ace Award

Troy Sexton

John Silvey

James Tracy

Michael Wilson

Four Bolt Winners
Tpr. Shawn Allar, Cambridge 
Tpr. Jason Eiden, Walbridge 
Tpr. Douglas Elliott, Toledo 
Tpr. Ryan Elsey, West Jefferson
Tpr. Jeffrey Kaess, Elyria 
Tpr. Randy Lewis, Dayton 
Tpr. Jacob Pyles, Xenia 
Tpr. Ryan. Randall, Mansfield 
Tpr. Nathan Ward, Hamilton 
Tpr. Timothy Wenger, Wapakoneta 

Three Bolt Winners
Tpr. Roy Beach, New Philadelphia                   
Tpr. Richard Dixon, Springfield                    
Tpr. Donald Edgington, Georgetown                    
Tpr. Christopher Ellison, Piqua                   
Sgt. William Eschlager, Delaware                    
Tpr. Christopher Fitzgerald, Walbridge
Tpr. Nathan Henn, Fremont                    
Tpr. Nicholas Hoffman, Gallipolis
Tpr. Kacy Jones, Delaware                    
Tpr. Gordon McDonald, Cambridge DHQ

Tpr. Theodore Neal, Portsmouth                     
Tpr. Craig Polasky, Canton                    
Tpr. Joel Smith, Canton                    
Tpr. Lana Spriggs, Portsmouth                    
Tpr. Sidney Steele, Lebanon                    
Tpr. Harley Steppenbacker, Medina 
Tpr. Stephen Tharp, Piqua                    
Tpr. Matthew Them, Mt. Gilead 
Tpr. John Williams, Milan                    

2005 Blue Max Program Awards
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 Lieutenant Colonel Arthur Reitz

Lt. Colonel Arthur Reitz, as-
sistant superintendent of operations, 
retired February 10 after 33 years of 
service. At the time of his retirement, 
he was the Division’s most senior 
officer in years of service.

Reitz is a member of the 97th 
Academy Class. After earning his 
commission in 1978, he was assigned 
to the Mansfield Post. After eight 
years in the field, he transferred to 
GHQ in the Office of Investigative 

Services where he rose through the ranks to major.
He was promoted to lieutenant colonel on January 17, 

2003. As assistant superintendent of operations, he oversaw 
the activities of the Offices of Field Operations, Investigative 
Services, Licensing and Commercial Standards and Human 
Resource Management.

Reitz holds an associate’s degree in police science from 
the University of Akron and is a graduate of the Northwest-
ern University School of Police Staff and Command.

In his career, he earned a Certificate of Recognition and 
was recognized for 20 years of safe driving. He and his wife, Em-
ily, reside in Westerville.

Staff Lieutenant Ronald Klier

After more than 25 years of ser-
vice, S/Lt. Ronald Klier, Cambridge 
DHQ, retired January 6. He joined 
the Patrol in 1980 as a member of 
the 108th Academy Class. His first 
assignment was to Marietta where he 
was District and Post Trooper of the 
Year in 1985. He earned a promotion 
to sergeant in 1986 and served as an 
assistant commander at the Ironton 
and St. Clairsville posts. As a lieuten-
ant, he commanded the Jackson and 

St. Clairsville posts.
A graduate of the FBI National Academy, Klier was pro-

moted to staff lieutenant in 2003 and served as Cambridge’s 
assistant district commander.

In his career, he earned two Certificates of Recognition, 
five Health and Physical Fitness Awards, and was recognized 
for 25 years of safe driving. He and his wife, Marian, reside in 
Dillonvale.

Lieutenant Kelley Hale

Cincinnati Operations commander Lt. Kelley Hale 
retired March 10 after 28 years of service. He joined the 

Division in 1978 and served as 
a cadet dispatcher at Lebanon 
before joining the 104th Academy 
Class. After graduating, he served 
at Batavia and Hamilton, where he 
was District and Post Trooper of 
the Year in 1987.

He earned a promotion to 
sergeant in 1991 and served as an 
assistant post commander at Lebanon 
and Hamilton before transferring to 
District Eight Investigations in 1998. 

He was promoted to lieutenant the following year and named 
commander of Cincinnati Operations.

In his career, he earned the Health and Physical Fitness 
Award and was recognized for 20 years of safe driving. He and 
his wife, Barbara, reside in Middletown.

Lieutenant Kenneth Koverman

With 27 years of service, Lt. 
Kenneth Koverman, Lima Post com-
mander, retired January 6. He trained 
with the 105th Academy Class and 
earned his commission in April 1979.
His first assignment was to Findlay 
where he earned the Ace Award in 
1984 and was Post Trooper of the 
Year in 1986.

He earned a promotion to 
sergeant in 1990 and served four years 
as an assistant commander at Lima 

before he transferred to the Wapakoneta Post. He was pro-
moted to lieutenant in February 2001 and has served as Lima’s 
commander until his retirement.

In his career he earned a Certificate of Recognition, two 
Health and Physical Fitness Awards, and was recognized for 25 
years of safe driving. He and his wife, Christine, live in St. Marys.

Sergeant Rick Downey

Sgt. Rick Downey, Delaware, 
retired March 10 with more than 
27 years of service. He began his 
career in 1978 as student help at the 
Academy before training with the 
106th Academy Class.

After earning his commission 
in September 1979, he served as 
a trooper at West Jefferson for 
11 years and was Post Trooper of 
the Year in 1986. He also served 
at Delaware, Columbus DHQ, 

and Granville before earning a promotion to sergeant in 

Arthur Reitz

Ronald Klier

Kelley Hale

Kenneth Koverman

Rick Downey
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April 1997. He served as an assistant post commander at 
Marysville for f ive years before transferring to Delaware 
in 2002.

In his career, he earned a Certificate of Recognition and 
was recognized for 25 years of safe driving. He and his wife, 
Lynda, live in Westerville. 

Sergeant Charles Spurgeon

On January 6, Sgt. Charles Spur-
geon, Granville, retired with more 
than 27 years of service. He began 
his Patrol career as a cadet dispatcher 
before training with the 107th Acad-
emy Class. After earning his commis-
sion in May 1980, he served at Xenia 
and Circleville before transferring to 
Granville where he was Post Trooper 
of the Year in 1988. That year he 
also won the State Superintendent’s 
Proficiency Award for Auto Larceny 

Investigation. In 1994, he also earned the Ace and Blue Max 
Awards for auto larceny investigation.

In his career, he earned two Superintendent’s Citations 
of Merit, five Certificates of Recognition, the Health and 
Physical Fitness Award, and was recognized for 15 years of 
safe driving.

Sergeant Stephen Thompson

After 27 years of service, Sgt. 
Stephen Thompson, Mt. Gilead, 
retired January 20. He began his 
Patrol career as a cadet dispatcher 
at the Wooster Post and entered 
the Academy as a member of the 
104th Academy Class. He earned his 
commission in January 1979 and was 
assigned to the Dayton Post where 
he served five years and was Post 
Trooper of the Year in 1982.

He earned a promotion to 
sergeant in November 1984 and served as an assistant post 
commander at Chillicothe for eight years. He then served as 
post commander at Mansfield for a year before transferring 
to Mt. Gilead in January 1994 as an assistant post com-
mander.

In his career, he earned the Ace Award, two Certificates 
of Recognition, and the Health and Physical Fitness Award. 
He also was recognized for 25 years of safe driving.

He and his wife, Sherri, reside in Mansfield.

Trooper Jeffrey Scholl

Tpr. Jeffrey Scholl, Athens, 
retired January 6 after more than 
25 years of service. He trained 
with the 108th Academy Class and 
earned his commission in Sep-
tember 1980. His f irst assignment 
was to Athens where he served 10 
years and was Post Trooper of the 
Year in 1986. After a promotion to 
sergeant in 1990, he served as an 
assistant commander at the former 
Eaton Post as well as Jackson and 

Athens. He returned to the road as a trooper at the Athens 
Post in 2000.

In his career, he earned a Certificate of Recognition and 
was recognized for 25 years of safe driving.

He and his wife, Pamela, reside in Athens.

Trooper Harmon Titler

Tpr. Harmon Titler, Wooster, 
retired March 20 after nearly 21 
years of service. He is a member of 
the 114th Academy Class, which 
was commissioned in September 
1985.

He served at the Wooster and 
Medina posts in his career. He 
earned the Health and Physical Fit-
ness Award and was recognized for 
15 years of safe driving. He and his 
wife, Linda, reside in Wooster.

Dispatcher Suzanne Phillips

Disp. Suzanne Phillips retired 
December 31, 2005, after more than 
17 years of service. She served at 
the Norwalk Post throughout her 
career and received a Certificate of 
Recognition in 1994. She resides in 
Norwalk.

Charles Spurgeon
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Motor Carrier Enforcement Inspector 
James Beathard

After more than 33 years of 
service, MCEI James Beathard, 
Columbus District, retired January 
31. He joined the Patrol in 1972 
as a maintenance repair worker at 
Circleville and has also served as a 
motor vehicle inspector.

He has served as a motor carrier 
enforcement inspector since October 
2000. In his career, he earned a Cer-
tificate of Recognition. He and his 
wife, Patricia, live in Circleville.

Motor Carrier Enforcement Inspector
Michael Walker

MCEI Michael Walker entered 
disability retirement on February 
1. He joined the Patrol in 1985 
and served in the Warren District 
throughout his career, during which 
he was recognized for 10 years of 
safe driving. He and his wife, Tina, 
live in East Liverpool.

Driver License Examiner 1 James Leaf

DX1 James Leaf retired De-
cember 31, 2005, after more than 
33 years of service. He joined the 
Patrol in July 1972 and served as a 
driver examiner at Findlay through-
out his career. He and his wife, 
Madeline, live in Findlay.

Human Resources Specialist Margaret Belli

HRS2 Margaret Belli retired 
March 31 after 16 years of service. 
She served in the Office of Human 
Resource Management throughout 
her career and won the section’s 
Employee Recognition Award in 
2000. She resides in Columbus.

Michael Walker 

James Leaf

Margaret Belli

45th Class Reunion Arizona retirees meet

Two members of the 45th Class pose with Ret. Colonel 
Robert Chiaramonte at the 145th Class graduation January 6. 
From left: Ret. Tpr. Charles McLeish, Chiaramonte, and Ret. 
Sgt. Vernon Kleyman. The 45th Class graduated 26 officers 
on February 17, 1956.

For the third consecutive year, Patrol retirees in Arizona 
got together for a meeting January 14 hosted by Don and 
Betty Anweiler, Ralph and Shirley Knight, and Phil and Edie 
Wenner. Pictured above are the retired officers who attended.

James Beathard
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Lt. Jimmie Dean Wolfe: My father, my hero
By Deborah Spears

While searching around in the attic for last year’s tax 
return, I came across a photograph of my father taken in front 
of our home. He was wearing his Ohio State Patrol uniform 
and I was wearing a striped dress. The photograph was old and 
faded, but the clarity and detail of my father’s hat and uniform 
remained as sharp in my memory as ever. I looked again at the 
photograph and gazed more intently at my father’s hat.

My father always kept that hat spotless. I recalled be-
ing slightly scared of my father when he wore his hat and 
uniform, yet they made him look so tall, masculine, and very 
handsome. Slowly, I began to remember the last time I had 
seen my father in his uniform, on the day of his funeral.

I was 12 years old when my father passed away on Septem-
ber 27, 1973. His death was a shock to the family as he died 
suddenly of a massive stroke at age 44. Feeling as if I were in a 
bad dream and that nothing was clear in my head, I couldn’t 
believe I had to get ready to attend my father’s funeral.

When my mother, sister, and I reached the funeral home, 
it seemed like the entire Patrol was standing outside in the 
rain. They were in their uniforms, saluting us at attention as 
we passed by them. More than 500 people were in attendance, 
including the governor and his wife.

At each side of my father’s casket, standing at attention 
with their arms behind their backs, were two uniformed of-
ficers. I knew these men standing so tall and straight. They 
were my father’s coworkers and friends. I tried my hardest 
to get their attention by making faces and standing on my 
tiptoes. One of the officers, one of my dad’s best friends, 
suddenly looked at me and gave me a quick wink. With that, 
I felt at ease.

Then I turned my eyes toward my father lying there 

peacefully, just as if he were sleeping. 
I respected the giant of a man lying 
there in his most valued outfit, his 
Patrol uniform. On the right side 
of the casket, tilted in the corner, 
was the completion of my father’s 
uniform — his hat.

The preacher delivered the 
eulogy, although I don’t remember 
much of what he said. Then after 
a three-mile drive with the rain 
coming down hard, my family and 
I reached the cemetery. Because only 
the immediate family was allowed inside the tent, all of my 
father’s friends and coworkers stood out in the pouring rain 
with their umbrellas. The heavens seemed to be crying. Just as 
the United States f lag was lifted off my father’s casket, a crack 
of thunder crashed. I thought perhaps my father was cracking 
one of his funny jokes by saying, “What are all of you doing 
out here? Go home!”

Respectfully, an officer handed the perfectly folded 
United States f lag to my mother; another officer handed 
me, small, scared, and sobbing, the last memory I had of my 
father, his perfect hat.

Every time I see a Patrol officer, I automatically look at 
the hat and remember the respect, admiration, and love I will 
always have for my father. I also realize that these men and 
women might have young children at home who will one day 
have their own memories of a strong officer wearing a State 
Highway Patrol hat.

Lt. Jimmie D. Wolfe was a member of the 42nd Class. At the time of 
his death, he was serving at GHQ in Investigative Services.

Memories of a father inseparable from images of his Patrol uniform

Jimmie D. Wolfe

Ralph E. Nickels
Retired Tpr. Ralph Nickels, 63, 

died January 13 at his residence 
in Ostrander. He was a member 
of the 94th Class and received his 
commission in April 1972.

He served at Delaware prior to 
transferring to the Aviation Unit 
where he served as a pilot for 15 
years before his retirement in April 
1996. He is survived by his son, 
James.

Jeffrey N. Search
Retired ET 1 Jeffrey Search, 

58, passed away January 1. He 
began his Patrol career in 1967 as a 
dispatcher at Delaware. He became 
a communications officer in 1970 
and served the next 25 years at 
GHQ and Columbus DHQ before 
retiring in December 1995. He is 
survived by his wife, Sallie, and 
children: Stefanie, Jeremy, Mandy, 
Jenniffer, and Jared.

sympathyExpressing

Ralph E. Nickels Jeffrey N. Search
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The Ironton Post conducted a drive to collect 
protein powders, protein bars, and vitamins to send to 
troops in Iraq, including Ironton’s own, Tpr. Paul Isgett. 
The post and District 9 collected more than $300, and 
with assistance from the South Point GNC Store, sent 
nearly 70 pounds of nutritional items to Tpr. Isgett and 
his military team. 

In addition to the efforts of Patrol personnel, South 
Point GNC donated coupons that were used to pur-
chase protein items and store manager Chris Clatwothy 
donated protein bars that he had recently purchased for 
himself. Without their support the program would not 
have been the success that it was.

Lt. Michael Gore thanks South Point GNC manager Chris 
Clatworthy for his help.

Ironton

The Piqua District recently presented Patrol Certifi-
cates of Recognition to three men for assisting Tpr. Shawn 
Simms after he was assaulted by a suspect.

On July 29, 2005, Tpr. Simms was investigating a 
pedestrian walking along Interstate 70 when the suspect 
attacked him, drawing the attention of Larry Blaylock 
and Jim and James Glenn, who stopped their cars to help. 
During the struggle, Tpr. Simms and the suspect fell to 
the ground and the suspect wrestled away Tpr. Simms’ 
handgun.

Although Tpr. Simms had released the magazine 
during the struggle, the gun was still loaded with a 
single round. As the suspect stood and pointed the gun 
at Tpr. Simms, Blaylock and the Glenns tackled him to 
the ground and held him until Tpr. Simms secured his 
weapon and handcuffed him.

Thanks to their actions, neither Tpr. Simms nor the 
suspect were seriously injured during the incident.

Piqua District

Tpr. Shawn Simms with Jim Glenn Jr., Larry Blaylock, and James 
Glenn III, who helped him subdue a violent suspect.

Bucyrus
Tpr. Jeff Conley received a Certificate of Recognition 

from Sycamore Police Chief Jim Brezina for his part in saving 
the life of an elderly man at the Sycamore Senior Center. Con-
ley, Brezina, and two other officers responded to a medical 
emergency call at the center and found the man unconscious.

While the three other officers performed CPR, Conley 
retrieved his automated external defibrillator (AED) from his 
patrol car and used it to successfully revive the victim. Thanks 
to the quick response of all four officers, the victim has made 
a full recovery.

From left: Sgt. Dave Zeis, Sycamore Police; Conley; Brezina; 
and Lt. Neil Reidlinger, Wyandot County Sheriff’s Office.



www.statepatrol.ohio.gov 27

Ravenna
Last fall Sgt. Bruce Zuchowski and his family took part 

in the movie “Expect a Miracle,” which was filmed at the 
Sunbeau Horse Farm in Ravenna Township and the rest area 
on Interstate 76 in Portage County. The film tells the story 
of a young man battling cancer while chasing his dream of 
becoming a cutting horse champion.

Sgt. Zuchowski plays a trooper who apprehends two 
horse thieves. The film was released on DVD January 31. For 
each copy sold, $5 will be donated to the American Cancer 
Society’s Relay for Life and $3 will be donated to the creation 
of the New Hope Ranch for children and adults fighting 
cancer. More information is available at www.expectamiraclet-
hemovie.com. 

On January 25, the Training Academy hosted a visit from 
Colonel Lynn Black’s granddaughter, Lyn Callison, her husband 
Terry, and their daughter Korrie Skibinki. Colonel Black was the 
Patrol’s first superintendent and served until his death in 1944. 

The Callison family loaned the Academy a replica Patrol 
uniform that was custom made for Black’s daughter, Betty, who 
is Lyn Callsion’s mother.

As a young girl, Betty Black was a fixture at many Patrol 
functions, and often in uniform. She passed away in August 
2005. Her replica uniform will be displayed in Heritage Hall at 
the Academy.

From left: Patrol historian Tim Weaver, the Callison family, 
and Major Peyton Watts. 

Academy

From left: actor David Williams; Amanda, Brandon, Natalie, and 
Bruce Zuchowski; and actor Jeffrey Braun.

As part of a public service project, the Lucasville 
Valley Elementary Tiger Scout Den led by Disp. Robert 
Isgett met at the Portsmouth Post to learn from Tpr. Da-
vid Richendollar how troopers help protect the public.

After hearing everything Tpr. Richendollar had to 
say, especially about the importance of wearing safety 
belts, the scouts continued with their project by record-
ing a series of public service announcements intended 
to promote seat belt use among school age children and 
their parents.

The scouts are also working with the post to develop 
promotional posters with traffic safety messages to be 
placed in local schools and businesses. 

Portsmouth

Tpr. David Richendollar addresses the Lucasville Valley Elementary 
Tiger Scouts.
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The District 6 Ohio Troopers Caring Lodge 
held four successful holiday programs in December. 
With help from local Meijer and Wal-Mart stores, 
three programs were organized for 67 underprivi-
leged children to shop with a trooper so the children 
could purchase holiday gifts for themselves and a 
family member. The children enjoyed a visit with 
Teddy Trooper and breakfast with their families prior 
to the shopping adventures.

A fourth event was made possible with support 
from Polaris Fashion Place vendors and management. 
This program provided holiday gifts for children who 
were patients at Columbus Children’s Hospital on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas. The hospital provided 
wish lists to Patrol volunteers and volunteer students 
from the Westerville Central High School Key Club.

Everyone had a great time volunteering. Several 
thank you letters have been received, including 
one from Children’s Hospital that said, “We were 
delighted to receive your numerous gifts. You did a 
fabulous job of shopping and selecting items from 
our wish list!” 

Through the four programs, $8,950 was distrib-
uted to children in the central Ohio area.

Above: Volunteers and participants at a Columbus 
area Wal-Mart.

Right: Patrol and Westerville Central High School 
volunteers at Polaris Fashion Place.

Columbus District

Chillicothe

On November 24, 2005, Tprs. Doug DeBord, Troy Sex-
ton, Corey Pennington, Adam Throuckmorton, and Aaron 
Cooper and Disp. Nick Barrows participated in Chillicothe’s 
first annual Turkey Trot in honor of Chillicothe police officer 
Larry Cox, who was murdered when he attempted to appre-
hend a robbery suspect while off-duty in April 2005. Proceeds 
from the event went to Southern Ohio Crime Stoppers.

Marion

The Marion Post facilitated a Buckle Up for a Successful Season 
media event at Ridgedale High School on January 26.  Stu-
dents from Ridgedale, Harding, River Valley, and Elgin high 
schools participated in the banner signing.
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PLA Valerie & John Luptak, Strategic Services, a boy, 11/24/05. 
Tpr. Shaun & Maria Robinson, Sandusky, a girl, 12/1/05. 
Sgt. Shane & Tara Salyers, Jackson, a girl, 12/2/05. 
Tpr. Eric & Cortney Rohner, Capitol Operations,
 a boy, 12/04/05. 
Tpr. Adam (Hiram) & Disp. Tracey Doles, Berea DHQ,
 a boy, 12/5/05. 
Tpr. Tyler & Jennifer Anderson, Ashland, a boy, 12/6/05. 
Tpr. Jason & Carrie Cummins, Wapakoneta, a boy, 12/7/05. 
Tpr. Lee & April Burnem, Jackson DHQ, a boy, 12/7/05. 
Tpr. Troy & Stephanie Homrighausen, Academy, twin
 girls, 12/16/05. 
Tpr. Nikki & Shawn Snead, Columbus DHQ, a boy, 12/16/05. 
Tpr. Scott & Stephanie Buxton, Cambridge, a boy, 12/19/05. 
Tpr. Bryan & Kristen Dail, Aviation, a girl, 12/20/05. 
Disp. Carla & Rick Ponder, Bucyrus DHQ, a boy, 12/21/05. 
ET2 Montell & Jennifer Qualls, Technology &
 Communication Services, a boy, 12/21/05. 
Tpr. Brian & Hope Gockstetter, Norwalk, a girl, 12/22/05.
Tpr. Cassie Ruzicho, Investigative Services, a girl, 12/26/05.
PLLI Joseph & Jennifer Daniel, Bucyrus DHQ, a boy, 12/30/05.
Sgt. Stanley & Laura Jordan, Lebanon, a girl, 1/3/06. 

Tpr. Dennis & Jennifer Spangler, Defiance, a boy, 1/4/06. 
Tpr. Troy Sexton & Tpr. Brooke Britton, Chillicothe, a girl,
 1/5/06. 
Lt. Marty (Xenia) & ES1 Melissa Fellure, Investigative Services,
 a boy, 1/5/06. 
Tpr. Adam & Tabitha McKenzie, Zanesville, a boy, 1/10/06. 
Tpr. Mandi & Juan Rodriguez, Norwalk, a girl, 1/10/06. 
Tpr. Tim & Karin Henn, Investigative Services, a girl, 1/10/06.
Tpr. Dexter & Jaime Howard, Batavia, a girl, 1/10/06.
Tpr. Kamal & Audra Nelson, Marion, a girl, 1/15/06.
Tpr. Bill Ward & Dawn Smith, Xenia, twin girls, 1/16/06.
AC3 Barbara Lawler, Finance & Logistic Services, a girl, 1/17/06.
Tpr. Mark & JenniferWells, Wilmington, a girl, 1/19/06. 
Tpr. Brian & Marcela Snyder-Hernandez, Findlay, a boy, 1/20/06.
Tpr. Ken (Warren DHQ) & Tpr. Colleen Coyne-Hall,
 Chardon, a boy, 1/23/06.
DX1 Mindy & Keith Hale, Wilmington DHQ, a girl, 1/29/06.
Tpr. Keith & Crystal McClintock, Bucyrus, a girl, 1/31/06.
Tpr. Brian & Casey McFarland, St. Clairsville, a girl, 2/1/06.
Tpr. Randy & Dawn Petersen, Chardon, a boy, 2/3/06.
Tpr. Chris & Natalie Griner, Dayton, a girl, 2/6/06.
Sgt. Mike (Van Wert) & Tpr. J.J. McClain, Findlay DHQ,
 a boy, 2/7/06.
Tpr. Nick & Elizabeth Lewis, Wilmington, a boy, 2/16/06.
Tpr. Ray & Molly Ellis, Georgetown, twin boys, 2/16/06.
Sgt. Pablo & Jodi Cruz, Ashland, a girl, 2/20/06.
Tpr. Larry & Robin Barrett, Piqua DHQ, a girl, 2/20/06.
Tpr. Shawn & Julie Cook, Van Wert, a girl, 2/21/06.
Tpr. Bertha & John Toton, Chardon, a boy, 2/27/06.

Stork 
Visits
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Findlay Aviation

Tpr. Shane Edwards of the district commercial enforce-
ment section represented the Patrol in the Bowling Green 
Holiday Parade. He was joined by family and friends who 
handed out candy and Ohio Troopers Caring items along 
the parade route.

For the third consecutive year, the Aviation Section hosted a 
breakfast at the State of Ohio aviation hangar. Patrol person-
nel prepared the meal and the price of admission was one 
new toy for Firefighters 4 Kids. More than 30 new toys were 
collected from attendees that included pilots, maintenance, 
and support staff from the Ohio Department of Transporta-
tion and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. 
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CHAPLAIN’S COMMENTS

The other day at a promotion 
ceremony, our leader, Colonel 
Paul McClellan, stated that the 

joy experienced at promotions was 
only exceeded by the joy which is 
experienced at the Awards Luncheon. 
There was something in my Baptist 
background that wanted to shout out 
“Amen!”

However, my restrained 
Presbyterian inf luence (which came to 
me through marriage) caused me to be 
more disciplined and not interrupt the 
Colonel. However, that statement did 
trigger in me the tremendous feeling of 
admiration I have for every member of 
the Ohio State Highway Patrol. 

As I thought about all the awards 
which were given, and all the people 
who function so marvelously well 
who did not receive awards, I realized 
that the operation of the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol is an example of 
excellent teamwork.

Quite often in my role as State 
Chaplain I refer to the Patrol as family. 
Linda and I both experienced the 
tremendous outpouring of love and 
support over the past year and we are 
deeply honored to be able to be a part 
of the Patrol family. However, there is 
another way that I view all that takes 
place every day. I see not only family, 
but a team — a well organized and very 
efficiently operating organization.

These thoughts hit me as I spent 
time in the car the other day. The car 

functions well in getting me places. As 
I thought about how well the car was 
operating, I realized that there were 
tires with air in them, there was the 
engine that gave power. There was the 
transmission which carried the power 
to the wheels. There were the brakes 
by which I could stop, the headlights 
for me to see at night, the heater to 
keep me warm in cold weather, and 
the air conditioner to keep me cool in 
hot weather. Yes, and there were the 
comfortable seats as well as the steering 
wheel by which the car could be guided.

Of course, those are rather simple 
observations. However, I would like 
to hold up for all of you who serve 
so well in the organization known as 
the Ohio State Highway Patrol that 
teamwork is vital.

Everyone makes a contribution 
whether the individual is a trooper on 
the road, an officer giving supervision, 
a secretary, or an inspector, a 
maintenance person, a dispatcher, or an 
electronics technician. Everyone is vital 
to the operation that protects life and 
property every day and night.

From the Bible we read a portion 
of Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth 
in which he states: “The eye cannot say 
to the hand, ‘I don’t need you’ and the 
head cannot say to the feet, ‘I don’t 
need you.’”(I Corinthians 12:21) Paul 
goes on to stress the importance of the 
body functioning together. That truth is 
vital for any organization whether it be 

the church or a law enforcement agency.
How inspiring and exciting it 

is for me to see the well-functioning 
teamwork that takes place everyday 
in the life of the Ohio State Highway 
Patrol. That teamwork is highlighted 
and celebrated at the Awards 
Luncheon. More importantly, it is 
a reality everyday as all of you work 
together to achieve the LifeStat 1.0 
goal and make safety on the highways 
a reality. Thanks for who you are, for 
what you do, and for how you do it.

Richard D. Ellsworth
Chaplain
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A glimpse at what’s new and upcoming

Cessna Grand Caravan
This summer we will add a Cessna Grand Caravan 

to our Aviation f leet. This will be the largest aircraft in 
the Patrol’s fixed-wing f leet, which now consists of two 
Cessna Skyhawks and 11 Cessna Skylanes. The Grand 
Caravan can be configured for commuter seating for 
nine passengers plus two pilots. Powered by a single 
turbine engine, the aircraft is capable of a maximum 
cruising speed of 184 knots and a maximum range in 
excess of 900 miles.

This aircraft will be capable of operating in 
weather conditions not possible with any other aircraft 
currently in the Division’s f leet. Specifications are be-
ing written to equip the aircraft with a state-of-the-art 
surveillance package allowing covert day or night sur-
veillance of persons or objects on the ground. Along 
with the ability to view and record this information, 
we will also have the ability to microwave down-link 
this information digitally to one or multiple ground-
based receivers allowing at-scene commanders to make 
tactical decisions based upon real time information.

B.E.A.R. Vehicle
Another enhancement to our homeland security efforts 

is coming with recent approval for us to purchase two Bal-
listic Engineered Armored Response and Rescue (B.E.A.R.) 
vehicles. The 15-ton armored vehicles, which can hold 12 
fully-equipped SRT officers, can be used in hostage situa-
tions, riots, terrorist incidents, rescue, or bomb responses. 
The two vehicles will be housed in northwestern and south-
eastern Ohio — two parts of the state where no local law 
enforcement agencies already have similar models.
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