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NCIC 2000
INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX (III)

SECTION 1--SECURITY AND CONFIDENTIALITY

SECURITY AND CONFIDENTIALITY OF CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD
INFORMATION OBTAINED VIA THE III

Authorization to obtain records via the Interstate Identification Index (III) is governed by
federal laws and state statutes approved by the U.S. Attorney General which are applicable
to the U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the National Crime
Information Center (NCIC 2000).

Operators shall use the terminal only for those purposes which are authorized. 

Copies of III data obtained from terminal devices must be afforded security to prevent any
unauthorized access to or use of the data.

III records shall be maintained in a secure records environment.  Such storage of records may
be for extended periods only when the III records are key elements for the integrity/utility of
the case files/criminal record files in which they are retained.

When retention of III records is no longer required, final destruction shall be accomplished
in a secure manner so as to preclude unauthorized access/use.

III records should be properly destroyed when the record is no longer current.  Because
additions or deletions may be made at any time, a new copy should be requested when
needed for subsequent use.

The III shall not be used to access a record to be reviewed and/or challenged by the subject
of the record.  Record requests for this purpose must be submitted in writing either to the FBI
Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division or to the state of record.

The Control Terminal Agency (CTA) shall ensure that all III transactions (both Criminal
History Inquiry [QH] and Criminal Record Request [QR]) originating from terminal devices
that access the III through the state system shall be maintained on an automated log.  This
log shall be maintained for a minimum of one year.  This automated log shall, in some way,
identify the individual initiating each III transaction, as well as the agency authorizing the
transaction.  III logs shall also, in some way, identify the record recipient.  This information
can be captured at log-on and can be a name, badge number, serial number, or other unique
identifier.
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SECTION 2--INTRODUCTION

2.1 SYSTEM OVERVIEW

1. Records available through the III are provided by the FBI and participating state
agencies.

1. Records Provided by the FBI:

The FBI provides the criminal history records for persons arrested by a
federal agency, arrest data from states not currently participating in the III
Program, and arrest data that III participating states are unable to provide.
Record responses from the FBI are furnished via NCIC 2000 lines.

2. Records Provided by Participating States:

A participating state file is a criminal history record system maintained by
a designated agency in a state.  A state referred to as a III participant provides
records from its file upon receipt of notification from III.  For a state to be a
III participant, it must meet the minimum standards for participation.
Additional information on minimum standards can be found in The Interstate
Identification Index Operational and Technical Manual.

2. An authorized criminal justice agency can make an inquiry (QH) based on name and
numeric identifiers (birth date, Social Security number, etc.) to determine the
existence of a criminal record matching the inquiry.  A positive III response contains
additional identifying data to associate the record with the person of the inquiry
(height, weight, race, fingerprint and/or pattern classification, tattoos, etc.).  The
response also identifies the database(s) maintaining the criminal history information.
With this information, the agency can decide whether to conduct a record request
(QR).

3. The III provides a method for requesting a criminal history record once a person has
been associated with an Index record, or when the person has been positively
identified with a prior record through fingerprint comparison at the local or state
level.  Requests made on-line via III result in automatic notification to the record
holder(s) with sufficient information enabling the holder(s) to respond.  If the record
is maintained only by the FBI, it will be automatically returned on-line via
NCIC 2000.  If the record is maintained by one or more states participating in the III
record exchange, the state(s) will respond via the National Law Enforcement
Telecommunications System, Inc. (NLETS). When the record is on file in a
participating state(s) and the federal offender and/or nonparticipating state data are
on file at the FBI, the requester will receive multiple on-line responses, i.e., the FBI
will furnish the federal and/or nonparticipating state data and the participating state(s)
will furnish its data.
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4. The Privacy Act of 1974 requires the FBI to maintain an audit trail of the purpose of
each disclosure of a criminal history record and the recipient of that record.
Therefore, inquiries and record requests transmitted to III must include the purpose
for which the information is to be used.  The purposes for which certain agencies may
use III and the appropriate codes for use are the following:

Code  Agency Purpose

C Criminal Justice Used for official duties in connection with the
administration of  criminal justice.

J Criminal Justice Used when the III transaction involves employment
Employment with a criminal justice agency or the screening of

employees of other agencies over which the criminal
justice agency maintains management control.
Criminal justice employment has been separated from
other criminal justice purposes due to the requirement
of some state agencies participating in III.  For those
states that are unable to provide a record for a purpose
code J inquiry  (i.e., state statute), the FBI will provide
the record on-line.

I Interstate-approved Used when the III transaction involves noncriminal
Noncriminal justice employment and/or licensing.  Limited to one
Justice agency in each state with approved state statutes. 

F Weapons-related Used when the III transaction involves weapons-
Checks related background checks authorized by the state.

All firearm-related checks must be made through the
National Instant Criminal Background Check System.

D Domestic Violence Used by civil or criminal courts in domestic violence
and Stalking or stalking cases. ORIs ending in D (those issued to

civil courts) are not allowed access to III for any other
purpose.

H Housing Used when the III inquiry is made  under the authority
of the Housing Opportunity Extension Act of 1996.
Limited to QH inquiries.

A Administrative Used when  the authorized participating state agency
File Maintenance generates a III transaction for internal review.

Responses for this purpose code may not be
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Code  Agency Purpose

disseminated for any other reason. Response is limited
to that state’s portion of  the record maintained by the
FBI; no federal arrest data are provided.

S National Security Used when the III  transaction is generated by an
agency authorized by the Security Clearance
Information Act (SCIA) in investigation of individuals
for access to classified information or assignment in
sensitive national security duties.

V Visa Applicants Used when the III  transaction is made for the purpose
of determining eligibility for visa application.
Limited to QH inquiries by the Department of State,
Consolidated Immigrant Processing Visa Center.

2.2 INDIVIDUAL ACCESS, REVIEW, AND CHALLENGE

If an individual has a criminal record maintained by the FBI and that record has been entered
in the III, it is available to that individual for review upon presentation of appropriate
identification and in accordance with applicable state and federal administrative and statutory
regulations.

The remote accessing of III for individual access and review is not allowed since states desire
to follow individual state dissemination procedures for this purpose.

To obtain information concerning his/ her record, the subject of a record indexed in III may
submit a written request directly to:

Federal Bureau of Investigation
CJIS Division 
Attention:  Special Correspondence Unit, Module D-2 
1000 Custer Hollow Road 
Clarksburg, West Virginia 26306-0171

The request must be accompanied by a set of rolled, inked fingerprint impressions, name, and
date and place of birth.  Appropriate identification ensures that he/she is the individual that
he/she purports to be. The record on file will then be verified as his/hers through the
comparison of fingerprints.  The FBI will provide a copy of the Index record and the Federal
Offender File (FOF) record, if such exists.  If the record is indexed for a state(s), the FBI will
provide the name and address of the appropriate state agency(s) to contact.  When a record
is indexed for a federal agency, the requester will be advised to comply with the procedures
and fee provisions set forth in Attorney General Order 556-73.
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Should an individual desire to challenge the accuracy or completeness of any of the
information received from the FBI, he/she may direct application for correction or updating
to the agency which contributed the questioned information or to the Director of the FBI.
The FBI will forward the challenge to the agency which submitted the data, requesting that
the agency verify or correct the challenged entry.  Upon receipt of official communication
from the agency which contributed the original information, the FBI will make any necessary
changes in accordance with the information supplied by that agency.

2.3 MESSAGE KEY (MKE) CODES

There are four types of transactions available to all III users.  Two additional transactions,
ZI and ZRS, are available for administrative file maintenance purposes to III participating
states only.  The following is an explanation of the four transactions available to all users.

MKE Message

QH Inquiry to determine the existence of an Index record.

QR Request for a criminal history record from the FBI and/or the participating
state(s) maintaining such record.

ZR Inquiry to determine if an FBI Number (FBI) or State Identification Number
(SID) is indexed in the III.

QWI Inquiry of NCIC person files and III.

1. The QH response will provide an Index to either a single III record subject or
multiple III record subjects matching the inquiry.  Based on the response(s), the user
will determine if the record subject matches the person who is the subject of the
inquiry.  The III QH response will include information regarding where the record is
maintained (individual state files and/or the FBI) and should be used as a “table of
contents” to be attached on the top of the criminal history record(s) received (via a
QR) so the user will know when the complete record is received.  Without this, one
state’s response may be considered inadvertently as a complete criminal history
record.  Additional information can be found in Section 3 of this chapter.

2. A QR message is used for obtaining a specific criminal history record via the III.
Only the FBI or SID can be used to identify the record being requested.  In either
event, the III will automatically generate notification to every database identified in
the III record so that the most complete record possible will be requested.  If the
inquiring agency desires only a portion of the record or wishes to obtain the record
by means other than the III  (NLETS, mail, telephone, etc.), it may do so by using the
identifiers from the III QH response.  The III does not provide a means whereby only
a portion of a record can be requested.  Additional information can be found in
Section 4 of this chapter.
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3. A ZR inquiry message is available for the purpose of determining if a specific SID
or FBI is indexed in III.  Additional information can be found in Section 5 of this
chapter.

4. The QWI transaction allows the user to access both III and NCIC 2000 by performing
one transaction.

2.4 HEADERS

1. A header must be used with each message.  Each header must contain a minimum of
nine characters and may contain a maximum of 19 characters. The first four
characters of the header are issued by NCIC 2000 to route the incoming message.
For III, the first four characters must be 2L01. 

2. The III response header (the first four characters) identifies the type of response that
will follow.  Acceptable characters for the first position are the following:  2, 3, 4, 5,
7, 9, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, N, and P.  All characters thereafter are a repeat of those
in positions 5 through 19 of the incoming header.  When the incoming message
header is less than 19 characters, it will be left-justified and padded with blanks to
create 19 characters in the response header.

2.5 III RESPONSE HEADERS

The III uses 17 different characters in the first position of the III response header to identify
the type of response being provided.  The characters used and the response(s) are as follow:

Character III Response

2 Response to all inquiry and record request transactions (QH, QR, ZR)
when the record is no longer on file due to a record consolidation,
deletion, expungement, or the subject’s death.  

3 Multiple matching record response to QH inquiries, other than
purpose code F.

4 FBI Identification Record response to QR record requests.  

5 Positive response to ZR and ZRS inquiries.  (ZRS inquiries are
available only to III participating states.)

7 Single-record response to QH inquiries other than purpose code F.

9 Positive response to ZI inquiries (available only to III participating
states).
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Character III Response

D Positive response to purpose code F QH requests when subject record
contains Brady disqualifying information.

E Positive response to QR record requests when one or more states
maintain the criminal record.

F Positive response to QR record requests when the FBI maintains the
entire criminal record or a portion of the record.

G Response transmitted when a record cannot be provided electronically
or technical problems are encountered. 

H Message advising that a record response to a QR record request is
being delayed.

I Positive response to purpose code F QH requests when subject record
contains no Brady disqualifying information and no pending court
action.

J Reject message.

K Accept message to update transactions (available only to III
participating states).

L Positive response to purpose code F QH requests when the Brady
disqualifying status of subject record is unknown or a positive
response with multiple candidates for purpose codes other than F.

N NO RECORD or NOT ON FILE response to all inquiry and record
request transactions (QH, QR, ZI, ZR, ZRS).

P Message advising that a record response to a QR record request will
not be provided.  

2.6 NCIC 2000 CHARACTER SET

Additional information concerning the NCIC 2000 character set can be found in the
Introduction chapter of this manual.

2.7 ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGES

The III administrative messages and an explanation of each are as follow:
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1. $.U.  Administrative Message

$.U.  
NCIC III FILE OUT OF SERVICE UNTIL 1200 EDT.

This message is transmitted when the III is going out of service.

2. $.V.  Administrative Message

$.V.  
NCIC III FILE IN FULL SERVICE 1500 EDT 09/13/97.1999/09/13

This message is transmitted when:

1. The III has been out of service and is returning with full service.  Or

2. The III has been in restricted service (a period during which only certain types
of messages are accepted) and is now returning to full service.

3. $.W.  Administrative Message

$.W. 
 

NCIC III FILE RESTRICTED TO INQUIRY MESSAGES FROM 0400 UNTIL
ABOUT 0500 EST. NO ENTRY, MODIFY, CANCEL, OR EXPUNGEMENT MESSAGES
ACCEPTED. WATCH FOR FULL SERVICE MESSAGE.

This message is transmitted when III begins restricted service.

4. $.X.  Administrative Message

$.X. 
 

****NOTICE---NOTICE**** 
NCIC FILE CONTINUING RESTRICTED SERVICE UNTIL ABOUT 1900 EST. 
WATCH FOR FULL SERVICE MESSAGE.

This message is transmitted when restricted service is extended 30 minutes or more
beyond the time stated in the $.W. or previous $.X. message.

5. $.Y.  Administrative Message

$.Y.  

YOUR NCIC LINE REOPENED 0900 EST. NCIC III IN FULL SERVICE.
NCIC VEHICLE, PROPERTY, AND PERSON FILES IN RESTRICTED SERVICE.

This message is transmitted to a control terminal when that control terminal
communications line is reopened after a period during which the terminal line was
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out of service and NCIC 2000 was in service.  NCIC 2000 files are in restricted
service status and III is in full service when the line is reopened.

6. $.Z.  Administrative Message

$.Z.  

YOUR NCIC LINE REOPENED 0900 EST.  NCIC VEHICLE, PROPERTY, AND 
PERSON FILES IN FULL SERVICE. NCIC III IN RESTRICTED SERVICE.

This message is transmitted to a control terminal when that control terminal
communications line is reopened after a period during which the terminal line was
out of service and NCIC 2000 was in service.  NCIC 2000 files are in full service
status and the III is in restricted service when the line is reopened.  

2.8 TEST RECORDS

In order that user agencies can test the operation of III, specific test records have been
established.  These test records rather than “live” records should be used for testing and
training purposes.  The responses from III participating states will be transmitted via NLETS
in the format used by each state.

Specific FBI numbers for single-source and multi-source test records are as follow:

Single-Source Multi-Source
State FBI Numbers FBI Numbers

Alabama 9666000 9777700
Alaska 9027000 9005500
Arizona 9005000 9008800
Arkansas 9029000 9028100 
California 9001000 9001100 
Colorado 9002000 9002200 
Connecticut 9025000 9001100 
Delaware 9024000 9002200 
Florida 9003000 9003300 
Georgia 9004000 9004400 
Idaho 9021000 9003300 
Illinois 9030000 9007700 
Indiana 9036000 9008800 
Iowa 9035000 9009800 
Maryland 9009000 9009800 
Michigan 9006000 9006600 
Minnesota 9008000 9002200 
Mississippi 9037000 9008800 
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Single-Source Multi-Source
State FBI Numbers FBI Numbers

Missouri 9022000 9004400 
Montana 9026000 9006600 
Nebraska 9041000 9777700 
Nevada 9032000 9007700 
New Jersey 9010000 9004400 
New Mexico 9007000 9444400 
New York 9011000 9005500 + 9003300 
North Carolina 9012000 9006600  
North Dakota 9033000 9007700 
Ohio 9018000 9006600 
Oklahoma 9020000 9028100 
Oregon 9019000 9001100
Pennsylvania 9013000 9001100 
South Carolina 9014000 9002200
South Dakota 9023000 9028100 
Texas 9015000 9003300 
Utah 9098000 9007700 
Virginia 9016000 9004400  
Washington 9028000 9028100 
West Virginia 9038000 9444400 
Wyoming 9017000 9005500 
FBI 9039000 999990X1 

9005500

2.9 III MESSAGE FORMAT REQUIREMENTS

Formats for III messages have three basic requirements:

1.  When a message field code (MFC) is used, it must be followed by a slash (/).

2. A period must be used to end each field of data in the message except the last field
prior to the end of transmission (EOT), in which case the period is optional.

3.   Since the period is used as a field delimiter, it must never be used within a field of
data.

2.10 MESSAGE FIELD CODES AND EDITS

The field edit specifications presented in this subsection pertain to data fields used for III
inquiry and record messages (QH, QR, and ZR).  Additional field edits unique to a certain
type of message are listed in the appropriate section.
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The following specifications apply to all III inquiries:

Code Field Edits

ADR Street Address Free text.
or Post Office Box 

ATN Attention Free text.

BLD Building Free text.

CIS City and State Must include a comma between the city and state.  At
least one alphabetic character must precede the
comma; an additional two alphabetic characters must
follow the comma.

DOB Date of Birth Must be a valid Gregorian date (YYYYMMDD).  The
year of birth must be between 1901 and the current
year.

DPT Department or Free text.
Agency Name 

FBI FBI Number May be one to nine alphanumeric characters.  May be
up to seven numerics; or one to six numerics followed
by an alphabetic character A through  H; or one to six
numerics followed by an alphabetic character J
through Z, followed by one or two check digits; or
one to six numerics followed by two alphabetics
followed by one check digit.  If the number contains
one alphabetic character (J-Z), the check digit(s) will
be 1 to 11 characters, the first cannot be B, G, I, O, Q,
S, U, Y, or Z; the second must be A, B, or C; and the
check digit will be 0 to 9.  The alphabetic characters
I and O are always invalid.

HDR Header Must be 9 to 19 alphabetic, numeric, and/or special
characters.  The first four characters must be 2L01.

  
MNU Miscellaneous The first two characters must be alphanumeric and a

Number valid NCIC 2000-assigned code as listed in Personal
Descriptors, NCIC 2000 Code Manual. The third
character must be a hyphen.
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Code Field Edits

NAM Name The name may include alphabetics, numerics, a
comma, hyphens, or spaces. The comma must follow
the last name and one space may follow the comma.
A hyphen cannot be in the first position or directly
precede the comma.

ORI Originating Must be a valid NCIC 2000-assigned ORI.
Agency
Identifier

PUR Purpose The Purpose Code Field must be C, J, I, S, F, D, A, H,
or V.

RAC Race Must be a valid NCIC 2000-assigned code.

SEX Sex Must be F, M, or U.

SID State Minimum of three and maximum of ten alphabetic
Identification and numeric characters. The first two characters
Number must be a valid state code.  Foreign country codes  are

not permitted.  Embedded blanks are not permitted.
If the first two characters are MI, NY, PA, or OR,
special characters are allowed in last  position.

SOC Social Security Must be a nine-digit numeric combination except
Number 123456789, 000000000, or 999999999. 

ZIP ZIP Code Must be five or nine numeric characters.
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SECTION 3--QH INQUIRY

3.1 QH INQUIRY

1. A III inquiry message (QH) provides the capability to search III using an individual’s
personal identifiers, assigned State Identification Number (SID), or assigned FBI
Number (FBI).  The QH is used to determine if an index to a person’s criminal
history record is in the III.  A positive QH response will inform the inquirer how
many record responses to expect if the QR message is used to request the specific
criminal history record.  The III QH response should be used as a “table of contents”
to be attached on the top of the criminal history record(s) received later, so the
requester will know when the complete record is received.  Also, the QH response
provides additional identifiers (aliases, additional dates of birth, etc.) which may not
be included on the actual criminal history record response(s).

2.  In response to a QH inquiry, the III will provide one of the following:

1.  An index for a single matching III record response.

2. Index records for multiple matching III responses (up to a maximum of 15
subjects) and a caveat containing FBIs of additional subjects.  Or

3. A III NO RECORD response.

3. The III NO RECORD response does not necessarily mean there is absolutely no
criminal history record on the individual.  Records for all offenders known to the FBI
with a year of birth of 1956 or later, or arrested for the first time and reported to the
FBI since July 1, 1974, and numerous older records are indexed in III. If a NO
RECORD response is received, a fingerprint submission containing the person’s
rolled, inked fingerprints should be mailed or electronically transmitted to the FBI.
In addition, there may be records at the local or state level for which arrest
fingerprints are not on file with the FBI.

4. The positive QH response provides the requester with fives types of information:

1. The individual’s name(s), physical descriptors, and numerical identifiers;

2. The location of the database(s) maintaining the criminal history record
information;

3. The means to be used for obtaining the record(s);

4. Registered sex offender notice when applicable.  For example:

****NOTICE****
SUBJECT OF RECORD IS A REGISTERED SEXUAL OFFENDER 
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 5. Brady disqualifying information for purpose code F.  For example:

THE CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD IS MAINTAINED AND AVAILABLE FROM THE
FOLLOWING:
  FBI - FBI/123456X11 - NO CONVICTIONS/MISDEMEANOR

  CONVICTIONS ONLY

  VIRGINIA - STATE ID/VA123457 - NO CONVICTIONS/MISDEMEANOR 
  CONVICTIONS ONLY

  DELAWARE - STATE ID/DEJ0999977 - COURT DISPOSITION PENDING/ 
  CONVICTION STATUS UNKNOWN

3.2 EXAMPLE OF A QH INQUIRY

2L01HEADERXXXX01234.QH.MD1012600.NAM/SAMPLE,JOHN.SEX/M.RAC/W.
DOB/19561125.PUR/C.ATN/JOHN LAW (EOT)

3.3 MESSAGE FIELD CODES FOR QH INQUIRY

FIELD NAME  REQUIREMENTS
MESSAGE

FIELD CODE
FIELD

LENGTH
DATA TYPE

HEADER MANDATORY HDR 9-19
ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC,
SPECIAL CHARACTERS

MESSAGE KEY MANDATORY MKE 2-2 ALPHABETIC

ORIGINATING AGENCY
IDENTIFIER

MANDATORY ORI 9-9 ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC

NAME CONDITIONAL NAM 3-30
ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC,
SPECIAL CHARACTERS

DATE OF BIRTH CONDITIONAL DOB 8-8 NUMERIC

SEX CONDITIONAL SEX 1-1 ALPHABETIC

RACE CONDITIONAL RAC 1-1 ALPHABETIC

SOCIAL SECURITY
NUMBER

CONDITIONAL SOC 9-9 NUMERIC

MISCELLANEOUS
NUMBER

CONDITIONAL MNU 4-15
ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC,
SPECIAL CHARACTERS

STATE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER

CONDITIONAL SID 3-10 ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC

FBI NUMBER CONDITIONAL FBI 1-9 ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC

PURPOSE CODE MANDATORY PUR 1-1 ALPHABETIC

ATTENTION OPTIONAL ATN 3-30
ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC,
SPECIAL CHARACTERS
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3.4 REQUIREMENTS FOR QH INQUIRY

The III inquiry must contain the following:  HDR, MKE, ORI, PUR, and the following
groups of search fields:

1. NAM, SEX, RAC, and DOB

2. NAM, SEX, RAC, DOB, and Social Security Number (SOC)

3.  NAM, SEX, RAC, DOB, and Miscellaneous Number (MNU)

4. NAM and SOC

5. NAM and MNU

6. SID or NAM and SID*

7. FBI or NAM and FBI*

Each search field must be preceded by its message field code.

*If known, the SID or FBI should be used as the search field.  This will provide an exact hit and eliminate the
  possibility of multiple responses.

3.5 QH SEARCH AND MATCH CRITERIA

An inquiry by NAM, SEX, RAC, and DOB must match on all four search fields as follows
in order to produce a positive response.

1. NAM 

1. A name included in a QH inquiry is compared for matching purposes against
both the master name(s) and aliases included in the III.  It is important that
inquiries contain last name, first name, and middle name or initial when
available.  The first initial should be used only if the person does not have a
given first name.  In these cases, a positive response would result since the
record on file would contain the first initial in lieu of the first name.

2. QH inquiries containing either NAM and SOC, NAM and MNU, NAM and
FBI, or NAM and SID will be searched on SOC, MNU, FBI, or SID only.
The inclusion of NAM with either SOC or MNU is mandatory.  The inclusion
of NAM with FBI or SID is optional.

3. JANE DOE or JOHN DOE should not be used when the subject name is
unknown.  The III does not search these names and a NO RECORD response
will be transmitted.
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4. In the event an individual has a single name as his/her entire name, the name
in the inquiry must be entered with the single name as the last name, comma,
and XX as the first name.  The III will search and match the records of
persons using this same name at the time of arrest.

5. Generally, names in the III will be computer-coded according to a phonetic
technique that treats all vowels equally and eliminates double consonants.
Various other changes are made to letter combinations, e.g., if the first letters
of the surname are PF, they are changed to FF; SCH is changed to SSS.  A
table for diminutive first names is also provided in order that Bill equals
William, Betty equals Elizabeth, etc. 

6. Surnames are grouped according to the resulting phonetic code beginning
with the first character of the coded name.  Depending on the length of the
name, additional characters may be included.  A phonetically-coded surname
may contain a maximum of six characters.

7. First names are grouped in a similar manner in the first name group codes.
If the surname and first name group code is a common code (appears
frequently, e.g., John Smith), the middle initial is added to the name code.
Therefore, a full phonetically coded name may contain 11 characters.

8. Compound surnames such as SAENZ-PARADA-LOPEZ will be coded as
SAENZPARADALOPEZ, SAENZ, PARADA, and LOPEZ so that an
inquiry by any one of the possible surnames will be matched against the
compound name.

2. SEX

Must be an exact match.  An inquiry with M (male) in the SEX Field will match only
III records of males, and inquiries with F (female) in the SEX Field will match only
III records of females.  An inquiry with U (unknown) will match III records of males
and females.

3. RAC

Race specified in an inquiry will search records containing any of the race codes.  A
matching record(s) will be provided regardless of race code provided the name and
date of birth score sufficiently high.  The valid race codes are the following:

Code Race

A Asian or Pacific Islander - a person having origins in any of the
original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, the Indian
subcontinent, or the Pacific Islands.
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Code Race

B Black - a person having origins in any of the black racial groups of
Africa.

I American Indian or Alaskan Native - a person having origins in any
of the original peoples of North America and maintaining cultural
identification through tribal affiliations or community recognition.

U Unknown.

W White - a person having origins in any of the original peoples of
Europe, North Africa, or the Middle East.

4. DOB

When a complete date of birth is used in an inquiry, the search will provide records
that score sufficiently high based on matching: 

1. Name, sex, race;

2. The same complete date of birth; and

3.  The same month and day of birth, and plus or minus three years from the year
of birth.

An inquiry which contains an incomplete date of birth (e.g., 19600000, 19601200)
will be rejected.

3.6 EXAMPLE OF A QH INQUIRY WITH NEGATIVE RESPONSE

2L01HEADERXXXX01234.QH.MD1012600.NAM/SAMPLE,MICHAEL.SEX/M.
RAC/W.DOB/19561025.PUR/C

NCIC III No Record Response

NL01HEADERXXXX01234 
MD1012600 
NO IDENTIFIABLE RECORD IN THE INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX (III) FOR
NAM/SAMPLE,MICHAEL.SEX/M.RAC/W.DOB/19561025.PUR/C
NOTICE -- THIS DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE POSSIBLE EXISTENCE OF MATCHING
RECORDS IN LOCAL, STATE, OR FBI CJIS DIVISION FILES THAT ARE NOT INDEXED
IN  THE III. IF YOU DESIRE A SEARCH OF THE FBI CJIS DIVISION  FILES, A
FINGERPRINT CARD SHOULD BE SUBMITTED.  
END
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3.7 EXAMPLE QH INQUIRIES WITH POSITIVE RESPONSES

1. Example of QH Inquiry With a Single Matching Record Response:

2L01HEADERXXXX01234.QH.MD1012600.NAM/TEST,T J.SEX/M.RAC/W.DOB/19440825.
PUR/C.ATN/JOHN LAW

7L01HEADERXXXX01234 
MD1012600 
THIS NCIC INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX RESPONSE IS THE RESULT OF YOUR
INQUIRY ON NAM/TEST,T J SEX/M RAC/W DOB/19440825 PUR/C

NAME FBI NO.  INQUIRY DATE
TEST,THOMAS 9013000 2000/08/21

SEX RACE BIRTH DATE HEIGHT WEIGHT EYES HAIR BIRTH PLACE     PHOTO
M W 1944/08/25 600  185   BLU  BRO PENNSYLVANIA    N

FINGERPRINT CLASS       PATTERN CLASS
23 17 18 19 17 WU WU RS WU RS WU RS LS WU LS
24 18 19 19 17       LS LS

WU

ALIAS NAMES
TEST,FIRST REC TEST,THREE NAMES
TEST,TWO NAMES TEST,ONE NAME 
TEST,I TEST,II
TEST,III TEST,IV
TEST,SINGLE

OTHER SCARS-MARKS-
BIRTH DATES TATTOOS     SOCIAL SECURITY
1959/05/09 GLASSES 191-90-0000
1969/06/06 FRECKLES 111-12-2223
1979/07/07 121-21-2121
1980/08/08 123-12-3123
1951/01/01 124-12-4124
1951/02/02 161-61-6161
1951/03/03 171-71-7171

191-91-9191

MISC COMMENTS-PA SINGLE-STATE TEST RECORD

IDENTIFICATION DATA UPDATED 1992/12/01
THE CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD IS MAINTAINED AND AVAILABLE FROM THE 
FOLLOWING:
  PENNSYLVANIA - STATE ID/PA80003048 - NO CONVICTION/MISDEMEANOR    

  CONVICTIONS ONLY

THE RECORD(S) CAN BE OBTAINED THROUGH THE INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION 
INDEX BY USING THE APPROPRIATE NCIC TRANSACTION.

ATTENTION -- YOUR INQUIRY CONTAINED ONLY THE FIRST INITIAL OF FIRST 
NAME.  A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RECORD SEARCH MAY BE POSSIBLE IF YOUR 
INQUIRY IS RESUBMITTED WITH COMPLETE NAME.
END
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2. Example of QH Inquiry With a Multiple Matching Record Response:

2L01HEADERXXXX01234.QH.MD1012600.NAM/SAMPLE,JOHN.SEX/M.RAC/W.DOB/19561025.
PUR/C

3L01HEADERXXXX01234 
MD1012600 
THIS NCIC INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX MULTIPLE RESPONSE IS THE 
RESULT OF YOUR INQUIRY ON NAM/SAMPLE,JOHN SEX/M RAC/W DOB/19561025 PUR/C

NAME FBI NO.  INQUIRY DATE 
SAMPLE,JOHN PATRICK 9015174 2000/09/01

SEX RACE BIRTH DATE HEIGHT WEIGHT EYES HAIR BIRTH PLACE PHOTO
M W 1956/12/15 601  189 BLU BRO MICHIGAN N

FINGERPRINT CLASS          PATTERN CLASS
PO PM 14 CO 09 WU WU RS WU RS WU RS LS WU LS
01 12 XX 17 62 LS LS

WU

ALIAS NAMES
SAMPLE,PATRICK

OTHER SCARS-MARKS-
BIRTH DATES TATTOOS SOCIAL SECURITY MISC NUMBERS
1956/11/25 TAT R ARM 563-43-5916 AS-563435916
1956/10/25 TAT CHEST 463-34-8119 AS-88104

MISC COMMENTS-PERSON IS DIABETIC-THIS IS AN FBI TEST RECORD

IDENTIFICATION DATA UPDATED 1984/04/23

THE CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD IS MAINTAINED AND AVAILABLE FROM THE 
FOLLOWING:
FLORIDA- STATE ID/FL00000123
FBI- FBI/9015174
END - 1ST NCIC III RECORD OF MULTIPLE RESPONSE

NAME FBI NO.  INQUIRY DATE
SAMPLE,JAMES 9026285 2000/09/01

SEX RACE BIRTH DATE HEIGHT WEIGHT EYES HAIR BIRTH PLACE PHOTO
M W 1956/10/25 601  189 BLU BRO MICHIGAN N

FINGERPRINT CLASS          PATTERN CLASS
AA TT 21 PM 22 WU WU RS WU RS WU RS LS WU LS
10 51 13 25 02 LS LS

WU

MISC COMMENTS-THIS IS AN FBI TEST RECORD

IDENTIFICATION DATA UPDATED 1984/04/24

THE CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD IS MAINTAINED AND AVAILABLE FROM THE 
FOLLOWING:
  MICHIGAN- STATE ID/MI054321 
END - LAST NCIC III RECORD OF MULTIPLE RESPONSE

THE RECORD(S) CAN BE OBTAINED THROUGH THE INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION 
INDEX BY USING THE APPROPRIATE NCIC TRANSACTION.
END
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3. QH Inquiry Response Clarifications

1. In the previous examples, the single- and multiple-record responses are
identified by 7 or 3, respectively, as the first character in the response header.

2. The FINGERPRINT CLASS is furnished on two lines. The first line
represents the fingerprint classification of the right hand; the second line
represents the left hand.  The pattern class is furnished on two or three lines
representing the electronic classification for each finger.

3.  IDENTIFICATION DATA UPDATED provides the date of the latest addition,
modification, or cancellation of data contained in the FBI record.

4.  The word DECEASED will appear in conjunction with a participating state
SID when the record is multi-source and one of the states has received
information that the individual is dead.

5.  When a QH inquiry includes a SOC that contains an 8 or 9 in the first
position and/or 00 in the fourth and fifth positions, a warning caveat will be
appended to the QH response immediately preceding the word END as shown
below:

ATTENTION -- THE SOC USED IN YOUR TRANSACTION HAS NOT BEEN
ASSIGNED BY THE SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION. PLEASE CHECK
FOR A DATA ENTRY ERROR IN YOUR QUERY AND RESUBMIT IF
NECESSARY.
END

6.  In the multiple-record response, the end of the first record furnished is
identified by END - 1ST NCIC III RECORD OF MULTIPLE RESPONSE.
The subsequent records will be numbered consecutively except for the final
record which will be identified with END - LAST NCIC III RECORD OF
MULTIPLE RESPONSE.  When the number of matching records exceeds
15, the last record furnished will be identified with END - 15TH NCIC III
RECORD OF MULTIPLE RESPONSE.  The FBIs of the additional
matching records will be provided in a caveat.  For example:

END - 15TH NCIC III RECORD OF MULTIPLE RESPONSE. THE
RECORD(S) CAN BE OBTAINED THROUGH THE INTERSTATE
IDENTIFICATION INDEX BY USING THE APPROPRIATE NCIC
TRANSACTION.

NOTICE: AS A RESULT OF YOUR INQUIRY, THE III PROVIDED A
MAXIMUM OF 15 MATCHING RECORDS. TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL
MATCHING RECORD(S), USE A SEPARATE III INQUIRY(S) CONTAINING
THE FOLLOWING FBI NUMBERS: 1234561, 1234562, 1234563 
END
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7. The examples in this section include a complete first name.  If an inquiry is
made using only the first initial of the first name, the following caveat would
appear immediately preceding the word END:

ATTENTION--YOUR INQUIRY CONTAINED ONLY THE FIRST INITIAL OF
FIRST NAME. A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RECORD SEARCH MAY BE
POSSIBLE IF YOUR INQUIRY IS RESUBMITTED WITH COMPLETE NAME. 

3.8 QH RESPONSE WHEN RECORD HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM III AS A RESULT
OF A CONSOLIDATION, DELETION, EXPUNGEMENT, OR SUBJECT DEATH

The following type of response will be provided when the record has been removed from III
due to its consolidation with another record, deletion, expungement, or subject death.  This
type of response will be provided only when the inquiry is made using FBI or NAM and FBI.

2L01HEADERXXXX1234.QH.MD1012600.FBI/9015174.PUR/C

2L01HEADERXXXX1234 
MD1012600 
THIS NCIC INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX RESPONSE IS THE RESULT OF YOUR
INQUIRY ON FBI/9015174 PUR/C

RECORD NO LONGER ON FILE - CONSOLIDATED WITH FBI/9026285 19901201

or

RECORD NO LONGER ON FILE - DELETED 19901201 END

or

RECORD NO LONGER ON FILE - EXPUNGED 19901201 END

or

RECORD NO LONGER ON FILE - DECEASED
PER POLICE DEPARTMENT SUMTER SC 19901201 
END

Users should be aware that records can be deleted either permanently (e.g., record established
in error; subject has reached 99 years of age) or temporarily (e.g., internal corrections needed
and record will be reentered).  To determine if the record still exists and will be available for
dissemination, users should communicate directly with the FBI CJIS at 304-625-2000.
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SECTION 4--QR RECORD REQUEST

4.1 QR RECORD REQUEST

1. In order to obtain a specific criminal history via the III, a criminal history record
request (QR) transaction containing either the FBI or SID must be used.  The FBI or
SID used in the record request may be obtained from the III response to a QH inquiry
or from other sources available to the inquiring agency, e.g., local investigative file.

2. Upon receipt and processing of a QR message, the III will respond to the requesting
agency with either a positive response (record is available via III) or a negative
response (record may exist but is not indexed in III).  The positive response will
advise the requester which databases contain the requested criminal history record.

3. Based on a positive response from the III, database(s) maintaining criminal history
information will provide records as follows:

1. A record to be provided by one or more state agencies participating in the III
will be transmitted via NLETS either immediately or an acknowledgment
will be sent with a notice of when the record will be provided.  Each state
provides records via the III in the format that is used within the state.  Should
a user receive a state record that needs clarification, the state Criminal
History HELP Files (SIR) available via NLETS include a state contact who
can answer questions regarding that state’s record.

2. A record to be provided by the FBI will be automatically returned on-line via
NCIC 2000.

4.2 EXAMPLE OF A QR RECORD REQUEST

2L01HEADXXXX1234.QR.MDBPD0000.FBI/9015174.PUR/C.ATN/DET JOHN PUBLIC 

4.3 MESSAGE FIELD CODES FOR RECORD REQUEST (QR)

FIELD NAME  REQUIREMENTS
MESSAGE

FIELD CODE
FIELD

LENGTH
DATA TYPE

HEADER MANDATORY HDR 9-19
ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC,
SPECIAL CHARACTERS

MESSAGE KEY MANDATORY MKE 2-2 ALPHABETIC

ORIGINATING AGENCY
IDENTIFIER

MANDATORY ORI 9-9 ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC

STATE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER

CONDITIONAL SID 3-10 ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC

FBI NUMBER CONDITIONAL FBI 1-9 ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC
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NAME OPTIONAL NAM 3-30
ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC,
SPECIAL CHARACTERS

PURPOSE CODE MANDATORY PUR 1-1 ALPHABETIC

ATTENTION MANDATORY ATN 3-30
ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC,
SPECIAL CHARACTERS

DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY
NAME

CONDITIONAL DPT 3-30
ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC,
SPECIAL CHARACTERS

STREET ADDRESS OR P.O.
BOX

CONDITIONAL ADR 3-30
ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC,
SPECIAL CHARACTERS

CITY AND STATE CONDITIONAL CIS 4-30
ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC,
SPECIAL CHARACTERS

ZIP CODE CONDITIONAL ZIP
5-5
9-9

NUMERIC

BUILDING OPTIONAL BLD 3-30
ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC,
SPECIAL CHARACTERS

4.4 REQUIREMENTS FOR QR RECORD REQUEST

The record request must contain the following:  HDR, MKE, ORI, FBI or SID, PUR, and
ATN.

The mailing address, which includes the Department or Agency Name (DPT), Street Address
or P.O. Box (ADR), City and State (CIS), and the Zip Code (ZIP), is optional.  However, if
the mailing address is used, all four fields must contain information and the edits will be
applied.  The Building Name (BLD) is an optional mailing address field.

4.5 RECORD RESPONSE FROM THE FBI

As a result of a QR record request, the FBI will furnish various types of responses.

The following response will be transmitted to the inquirer when a record will be furnished
by the FBI only or the FBI and a participating state(s).  This type of  response is transmitted
with a header beginning with F.  It alerts the requester that another NCIC 2000 response can
be expected.  It also will provide an immediate notification to the requester that an FBI
record response is being processed.

1. Example of F Type Response

FL01HEADERXXXX01234 
MD1012600 
THIS INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX RESPONSE IS THE RESULT OF YOUR 
RECORD REQUEST FOR FBI/9021100.  INDIVIDUAL’S RECORD WILL BE COMPLETE 
WHEN ALL RESPONSES ARE RECEIVED FROM THE FOLLOWING SOURCES EXCEPT FOR 
THOSE INDICATED AS DECEASED: 
  FBI - FBI/9021100 
  NORTH CAROLINA - STATE ID/NC0142658A - DECEASED 
  TEXAS - STATE ID/TX01346790
AN ADDITIONAL RECORD MAY BE OBTAINED FROM FILES WITHIN YOUR STATE.  END
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The phrase EXCEPT FOR THOSE INDICATED AS DECEASED will be appended when
a multi-source record contains a SID that has been flagged as deceased by the state.  

In the example above, the last line AN ADDITIONAL RECORD MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM FILES WITHIN YOUR STATE will be included only when a record request
originated from the state whose SID is indexed in the subject record.

The record response portion furnished by the FBI will have a header beginning with 4.  The
following is an example of an on-line record response from the FBI:

2. Example of  4 Type Response

4L01HEADERXXXX01234 
MD1012600 
ATN/DET JOHN PUBLIC THIS RECORD IS BASED ONLY ON THE FBI NUMBER IN YOUR
REQUEST-9021100.  BECAUSE ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS MAY BE MADE AT ANY
TIME, A NEW COPY SHOULD BE REQUESTED WHEN NEEDED FOR SUBSEQUENT USE.

- FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORD -

WHEN EXPLANATION OF A CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS NEEDED, COMMUNICATE 
DIRECTLY WITH THE AGENCY THAT FURNISHED THE DATA TO THE FBI.

NAME FBI NO.  INQUIRY DATE
SAMPLE,JOHN PATRICK 9021100 1999/09/01

SEX RACE BIRTH DATE HEIGHT WEIGHT EYES HAIR BIRTH PLACE
 M W   1950/12/02 601 189 BLU BRO MICHIGAN

FINGERPRINT CLASS      PATTERN CLASS CITIZENSHIP
PO PM 14 CO 09         WU WU RS WU RS WU RS LS WU LS UNITED STATES
01 13 XX 17 62   LS   LS

  WU

1-ARRESTED OR RECEIVED 1983/10/18 
   AGENCY-FBI BALTIMORE MD (MDFBIBAOO) 
     AGENCY CASE-91-1011 NAME USED-SAMPLE,PATRICK 
     CHARGE 1-BANK ROBBERY

COURT- 
1984/01/15 DISPOSITION-CONVICTED 
   OFFENSE-BANK ROBBERY 
   SENTENCE-10 YEARS SUSPENDED 
   GUILTY PLEA

WANTED

CONFIRM WARRANT STILL OUTSTANDING 
AGENCY-DEPT JUST COMM CTR WASHINGTON (DCDOJ02X4) 
WANTED-NCIC #W599383830 
HOTDOG,FRANK T 
HOMICIDE - WILLFUL KILL-POL OFF-GUN 
CASE #TEST 
DATE OF WARRANT 19900816 
NOTIFY DEPT JUST COMM CTR WASHINGTON DIST OF COLUMBIA 
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ADDITIONAL CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD INFORMATION IS MAINTAINED BY THE
FOLLOWING STATE(S):  
  NORTH CAROLINA - STATE ID/NC0142658A - DECEASED 
  TEXAS - STATE ID/TX01346790

ALL ARREST ENTRIES CONTAINED IN THIS FBI RECORD ARE BASED ON 
FINGERPRINT COMPARISONS AND PERTAIN TO THE SAME INDIVIDUAL.

THE USE OF THIS RECORD IS REGULATED BY LAW.  IT IS PROVIDED FOR OFFICIAL
USE ONLY AND MAY BE USED ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE REQUESTED.
END OF RECORD

4.6 ADDITIONAL FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORD INFORMATION

1. The first line after ATN F will contain SID instead of FBI when the request is made
using SID.

2. When the QR record request contains Purpose Code D, the following unique caveat
will be provided immediately prior to the END of the response.

THIS RESPONSE MAY BE USED ONLY FOR PURPOSES OF THE VIOLENT CRIME CONTROL 
ACT OF 1994, PUBLIC LAW 103-322, SUBTITLE F -- NATIONAL STALKER AND 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE REDUCTION.

3. When the QR record request contains Purpose Code I, J, or S, the following caveat
will be inserted immediately prior to - FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORD - :

THIS RECORD IS SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING USE AND DISSEMINATION RESTRICTIONS:

UNDER PROVISIONS SET FORTH IN TITLE 28, CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS
(CFR), SECTION 50.12, BOTH GOVERNMENTAL AND NONGOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
AUTHORIZED TO SUBMIT FINGERPRINTS AND RECEIVE FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORDS
MUST NOTIFY THE INDIVIDUALS FINGERPRINTED THAT THE FINGERPRINTS WILL BE
USED TO CHECK THE CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS OF THE FBI. IDENTIFICATION
RECORDS OBTAINED FROM THE FBI MAY BE USED SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSE
REQUESTED AND MAY NOT BE DISSEMINATED OUTSIDE THE RECEIVING DEPARTMENT,
RELATED AGENCY OR OTHER AUTHORIZED ENTITY. IF THE INFORMATION ON THE
RECORD IS USED TO DISQUALIFY AN APPLICANT, THE OFFICIAL MAKING THE
DETERMINATION OF SUITABILITY FOR LICENSING OR EMPLOYMENT SHALL PROVIDE
THE APPLICANT THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMPLETE, OR CHALLENGE THE ACCURACY OF,
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORD. THE DECIDING
OFFICIAL SHOULD NOT DENY THE LICENSE OR EMPLOYMENT BASED ON THE
INFORMATION IN THE RECORD UNTIL THE APPLICANT HAS BEEN AFFORDED A
REASONABLE TIME TO CORRECT OR COMPLETE THE INFORMATION, OR HAS DECLINED
TO DO SO. AN INDIVIDUAL SHOULD BE PRESUMED NOT GUILTY OF ANY
CHARGE/ARREST FOR WHICH THERE IS NO FINAL DISPOSITION STATED ON THE
RECORD OR OTHERWISE DETERMINED. IF THE APPLICANT WISHES TO CORRECT THE
RECORD AS IT APPEARS IN THE FBI’S IDENTIFICATION DIVISION RECORDS
SYSTEM, THE APPLICANT SHOULD BE ADVISED THAT THE PROCEDURES TO CHANGE,
CORRECT OR UPDATE THE RECORD ARE SET FORTH IN TITLE 28, CFR, SECTION
16.34.

4. When an FBI Identification Record contains more than 99 dates of arrest (DOAs), the
100th arrest will be numbered 00, the 10lst will be numbered 01, etc.
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5. Agency case number will appear when the information is available.  When this
information is not available, NAME USED will be shifted to this position.  NAME
USED, however, will appear only when the arrest name is different from the name
provided at the beginning of the record.

6. Wanted person data contained in an FBI Identification Record are obtained from the
on-line interface with the NCIC 2000 Wanted Person File.  Although there are various
types of wants, the basic information provided is the same; however, only those
wants based on an NCIC 2000 Wanted Person File transaction will have an NCIC
number (NIC).  When these data appear on the FBI Identification Record response,
the requester should query the NCIC 2000 Wanted Person File using the NIC when
present or the name and other identifiers.

7. When the record subject has been registered with the FBI as a sexual offender, the
following special caveat will appear immediately prior to identification information
included in the FBI Identification Record.

****NOTICE****

SUBJECT OF RECORD IS A REGISTERED SEXUAL OFFENDER
SEE END OF RECORD FOR MORE INFORMATION

More detailed information pertaining to the registration, as shown below, will appear
immediately prior to the END OF RECORD.

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
* SEXUAL OFFENDER REGISTRY INFORMATION    *
*    * 
*THE SUBJECT OF THIS RECORD HAS REGISTERED AS A SEXUAL OFFENDER*
*WITH THE FOLLOWING AGENCY:    * 
*    *
* AGENCY - STATE POLICE PITTSBURGH (PAPSP6700)    *  
* AGENCY - 333333 CASE    * 
* NCIC NUMBER - NIC/123456789    * 
* REGISTERED AS - PUBLIC,JOHN Q    *
* DATE REGISTERED - 1996/01/25    *
* REGISTRY EXPIRATION - NONEXP    *
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  -

8. Although a participating state SID may be indexed in III for a particular record
subject, the FBI will provide any wanted person and sexual offender registry
information for the subject as part of the Identification Record.

9. When a participating state has caused its SID to be flagged as deceased, the word
DECEASED will be appended to the SID in the ADDITIONAL CRIMINAL
HISTORY RECORD. . . caveat.  If the only SID to be provided in the caveat has
been flagged as deceased, the caveat will be suppressed.
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4.7 RESPONSE WHEN A PARTICIPATING STATE(S) PROVIDES CRIMINAL
HISTORY RECORD(S)

When a requested record will be provided only by a participating state, the III will
acknowledge the request with a response transmitted with a header beginning with E.

1. Example of E Type Response (Multi-source):

EL01HEADERXXXX01234 
MD1012600 
THIS INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX RESPONSE IS THE RESULT OF YOUR 
RECORD REQUEST FOR FBI/9001100. INDIVIDUAL’S RECORD WILL BE COMPLETE
WHEN ALL RESPONSES ARE RECEIVED FROM THE FOLLOWING SOURCES EXCEPT FOR
THOSE INDICATED AS DECEASED:
  NORTH CAROLINA - STATE ID/NC0142658A- DECEASED  
  TEXAS - STATE ID/TX01346790

AN ADDITIONAL RECORD MAY BE OBTAINED FROM FILES WITHIN YOUR STATE.  
END

The phrase EXCEPT FOR THOSE INDICATED AS DECEASED will be appended when
a multi-source record contains a SID that has been flagged as deceased by the state.

The line preceding END in the following example will be included only when the record
request originated from the state whose SID is indexed in the subject record.

2. Example of E Type Response When Requesting Agency’s State Repository
Maintains the Only Record on the Subject:

EL01HEADERXXXX01234 
MD1012600 
THIS INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX RESPONSE IS THE RESULT OF YOUR 
RECORD REQUEST FOR FBI/9007000. THE RECORD MAY BE OBTAINED FROM FILES
WITHIN YOUR STATE - THE INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX CONTAINS NO
ADDITIONAL DATA.  
END

This response will be transmitted when a record request is received over a state line and the
only SID indexed for the record is that of the requesting agency’s state repository.

4.8 MODEL STATE RECORD

A model state record similar to the FBI record has been designed for use by state systems.
States not adopting the model will provide records in the format that is used within their
state.  Should a user need assistance interpreting a state response, the NLETS SIR HELP File
for that state provides a state contact who can answer questions relating to that state’s record.

Examples of  a QR message, a III response, and a record response in the model state criminal
history record format appear on the following pages.
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1. Example of a QR Message:

2L01HEADERXXX01234.QR.TXDPD0000.FBI/9015174.PUR/C.ATN/DET JAMES PUBLIC

2. Example III Response:

EL01HEADERXXXX01234 
TXDPD0000 
THIS INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX RESPONSE IS THE RESULT OF YOUR
RECORD REQUEST FOR FBI/9015174. THE FOLLOWING WILL RESPOND TO YOUR
AGENCY: 
  MARYLAND - STATE SID/MD81331911 
END

3. Example Model State Record Response via NLETS:

CR.MDIII0000 
11:52 06/26/86 01054 
11:52 06/26/8600197 TXDPD0000 
*HEADERXXXX 
TXT 
HDR/2L01HEADERXXXX01234 
ATN/DET JAMES PUBLIC 
THIS RECORD IS BASED ONLY ON THE SID NUMBER IN YOUR REQUEST-MD81331911. 
III RECORDS SHOULD BE PROPERLY DESTROYED WHEN THE RECORD IS NO LONGER
CURRENT.

- MARYLAND CRIMINAL HISTORY -

WHEN EXPLANATION OF A CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS NEEDED, COMMUNICATE 
DIRECTLY WITH THE AGENCY THAT CONTRIBUTED THE FINGERPRINTS.

NAME STATE ID NO.  FBI NO.     DATE REQUESTED
SAMPLE,JOHN PATRICK MD-81331911   901517 2000/06/23

SEX RACE BIRTH DATE HEIGHT WEIGHT EYES HAIR BIRTH PLACE
 M W 1956/12/25 601 189 BLU BRO MICHIGAN

ARREST-1  1982/10/18 
AGENCY-BALTIMORE CITY PD MD (MDBPD0000)  
 AGENCY CASE-29831 NAME USED-SAMPLE, JOHN  
 CHARGE 1-BURGLARY - 2 COUNTS

COURT-8TH DISTRICT COURT TOWSON MD (MD003025J)  
 1983/01/18 COURT NO.-CR98554 DISPOSITION-CONVICTED
 FELONY-BURGLARY 
 SENTENCE-1Y-3Y CONFINEMENT 
 FOUND GUILTY
 SUPPLEMENTAL COURT DATA-  
 COURT - 8TH DISTRICT COURT TOWSON MD (MD003025J)  
 1985/07/29 DISPOSITION-CONVICTED  
 FELONY-BURGLARY  SENTENCE-1Y-3Y CONFINEMENT  
 SUBJECT RETRIED BASED ON APPELLATE COURT DECISION

SUPERVISION OR CUSTODY- 
AGENCY-DIV OF CORR RECEPT CTR BALTIMORE MD   
(MD004025C) 
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AGENCY CASE-BC10151 
1985/07/30 STATUS-RECEIVED

THIS IS A SINGLE-STATE RECORD. NO ADDITIONAL CRIMINAL HISTORY
INFORMATION IS INDEXED AT NCIC FOR OTHER STATE OR FEDERAL OFFENSES.

THE USE OF THIS RECORD IS CONTROLLED BY STATE AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS. 
IT IS PROVIDED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY AND MAY BE USED ONLY FOR THE
PURPOSE REQUESTED.  
END OF RECORD

4.9 RESPONSE WHEN FBI RECORD CANNOT BE PROVIDED AUTOMATICALLY

Occasionally, problems may be encountered that prevent the transmission of a response to
an inquiry (QH, ZR, ZRS) or a record request (QR).  When these circumstances occur, the
user will be advised with a response wherein the first character of the header is the alphabetic
character G.

Example of G Type Response:

The sample response set out below will be transmitted immediately when there is a problem
with responding to an inquiry or record request.

GL01HEADERXXXX01234 
MD1012600 
THE FBI IS UNABLE TO PROVIDE A RESPONSE FOR FBI/9030300. FBI PERSONNEL
WILL RESEARCH THE PROBLEM AND YOU WILL BE ADVISED. END

As appropriate, FBI/(FBI Number) will be replaced by SID/(SID Number).  For QH responses
FBI/(FBI Number) will be replaced with NAM/(name) and the other search fields from the
inquiry.

4.10 RESPONSES WHEN III IS UNABLE TO CONTACT RECORD HOLDER

There are instances when the computer system of the agency maintaining the record is
temporarily out of service or otherwise unable to accept a record request from the III.  When
this occurs, there is a delayed response.  The agency requesting the record should not make
additional requests since this would result in the same record being provided several times
when the affected system is back in service.  When a record request has been queued for
more than 5 minutes, a message will be transmitted to the requester advising of the delay.
The message header will begin with H.

1. Example of H Type Response:

HL01HEADERXXXX01234 
MD1012600 
THIS INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX RESPONSE IS THE RESULT OF YOUR 
RECORD REQUEST FOR FBI/9001100. THE NCIC HAS BEEN UNABLE TO NOTIFY
THE FOLLOWING BUT WILL CONTINUE TO RETRY:
  TEXAS   -   STATE ID/TX0l346790 
END
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When a record request has been queued for 4 hours, it will be destroyed.  A message will be
transmitted to the requester with a header beginning with P.

2. Example  of P Type Response:

PL01HEADERXXXX01234 
MD1012600 
THIS INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX RESPONSE IS THE RESULT OF YOUR 
RECORD REQUEST FOR FBI/9001100.  THE NCIC HAS BEEN UNABLE TO NOTIFY
THE FOLLOWING AND WILL NO LONGER CONTINUE TO RETRY: 
  TEXAS     - STATE ID/TX01346790

YOUR RECORD REQUEST MAY BE RESUBMITTED IF THE RECORD IS STILL NEEDED.  
END

4.11 RESPONSE WHEN THE RECORD IS NOT INDEXED IN THE III

1. Example of an N Type Response:

NL01HEADERXXXX01234 
MDBPD0000 
NO IDENTIFIABLE RECORD IN THE INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX (III) FOR
FBI/9015174.PUR/C 
NOTICE -- THIS DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE POSSIBLE EXISTENCE OF MATCHING 
RECORDS IN LOCAL, STATE, OR FBI CJIS DIVISION FILES THAT ARE NOT INDEXED
IN THE III. IF YOU DESIRE A SEARCH OF THE FBI CJIS DIVISION FILES, A
FINGERPRINT CARD SHOULD BE SUBMITTED.
END

2. Example of an F Type Response:

FL01HEADERXXXX01234
DCFBIWA10
ATN/DET JOHN PUBLIC
THIS INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX RESPONSE IS THE RESULT OF YOUR
RECORD REQUEST FOR FBI/9001100. SUBJECT RECORD WILL BE AUTOMATED AS A
RESULT OF YOUR REQUEST AND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE VIA INTERSTATE
IDENTIFICATION INDEX 2 BUSINESS DAYS AFTER YOUR RECEIPT OF THIS MESSAGE 
END

4.12 QR RESPONSE WHEN THE RECORD HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM III AS A
RESULT OF A CONSOLIDATION, DELETION, EXPUNGEMENT, OR SUBJECT
DEATH

The following type of response will be provided when the record has been removed from III
due to its consolidation with another record, deletion, expungement, or subject death. This
type of response will be provided only when the record request is made using FBI or NAM
and FBI.
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Example of 2 Type Response:

2L01HEADERXXXX1234 
MD1012600 
THIS NCIC INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX RESPONSE IS THE RESULT OF 
YOUR RECORD REQUEST FOR FBI/9015174 PUR/C ATN/DET J Q PUBLIC

RECORD NO LONGER ON FILE - CONSOLIDATED WITH FBI/901283 19901201 
END

or

RECORD NO LONGER ON FILE - DELETED 19901201 
END

or

RECORD NO LONGER ON FILE - EXPUNGED 19901201 
END

or

RECORD NO LONGER ON FILE - DECEASED
PER POLICE DEPARTMENT SUMTER SC 19901201 
END

Users should be aware that records can be deleted either permanently (e.g., record established
in error; subject has reached 99 years of age) or temporarily (e.g., internal corrections needed
and records will be reentered).  To determine if the record still exists and will be available
for dissemination, users should communicate directly with the FBI.
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SECTION  5--ZR INQUIRY

5.1 ZR INQUIRY

A ZR inquiry may be used to determine if the record corresponding to a particular FBI or SID
is available via the III.  The ZR response will advise whether or not the record is on file.  The
capability is provided primarily for administrative record maintenance purposes; however,
it is available to all users.

5.2 EXAMPLE OF A ZR INQUIRY

2L01HEADERXXXX01234.ZR.MD1012600.FBI/9015174.PUR/C

5.3 MESSAGE FIELD CODES FOR ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRY (ZR)

FIELD NAME  REQUIREMENTS
MESSAGE

FIELD CODE
FIELD

LENGTH
DATA TYPE

HEADER MANDATORY HDR 9-19
ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC,
SPECIAL CHARACTERS

MESSAGE KEY MANDATORY MKE 2-2 ALPHABETIC

ORIGINATING AGENCY
IDENTIFIER

MANDATORY ORI 9-9 ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC

STATE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER

CONDITIONAL SID 3-10 ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC

FBI NUMBER CONDITIONAL FBI 1-9 ALPHABETIC, NUMERIC

PURPOSE CODE OPTIONAL PUR 1-1 ALPHABETIC

5.4 REQUIREMENTS FOR ZR INQUIRY

The ZR entry must contain the following:  HDR, MKE, ORI, and FBI or SID. 

The use of a purpose code is optional in a ZR inquiry.  If the purpose code is not included,
the transaction is considered to be for administrative purposes.  If used, the purpose code
must be either C (criminal justice), J (criminal justice employment), or A (administrative file
maintenance).

5.5 EXAMPLE ZR INQUIRY WITH NEGATIVE AND POSITIVE RESPONSES

Inquiry:

2L01HEADERXXXX01234.ZR.MDBPD0000.FBI/9015174.PUR/C
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Negative Response:

The first character of a ZR negative response will be N.

NL01HEADERXXXX01234 
MDBPD0000 
FBI/9015174 NOT ON FILE

As applicable, SID/(Number) will replace FBI/(Number).

Positive Response:

The first character of the ZR positive response header will be the numeric 5.

5L01HEADERXXXX01234 
MDBPD0000
FBI/9015174 ON FILE

As applicable, SID will replace FBI.

5.6 ZR RESPONSE WHEN THE RECORD HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM III AS A
RESULT OF A CONSOLIDATION, DELETION, EXPUNGEMENT, OR SUBJECT
DEATH

The following type of response will be provided when the record has been removed from III
due to its consolidation with another record, deletion, expungement, or subject death.  This
type of response will provided only when the inquiry is made using the FBI.

2L01HEADERXXXX1234 
MD1012600 
THIS NCIC INTERSTATE IDENTIFICATION INDEX RESPONSE IS THE RESULT OF YOUR
INQUIRY ON FBI/9015174 PUR/A

RECORD NO LONGER ON FILE - CONSOLIDATED WITH FBI/901283 19901201

or

RECORD NO LONGER ON FILE - DELETED 19901201

or

RECORD NO LONGER ON FILE - EXPUNGED 19901201

or

RECORD NO LONGER ON FILE - DECEASED 
PER POLICE DEPARTMENT SUMTER SC 19901201

Users should be aware that records that can be deleted either permanently (e.g., record
established in error; subject has reached 99 years of age) or temporarily (e.g., internal
corrections needed and records will be reentered).  To determine if the record still exists and
will be available for dissemination, users should communicate directly with the FBI.
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SECTION 6--ERROR MESSAGES

6.1 ERROR MESSAGES

An error message is transmitted by the III to advise that a transaction was not accepted and
to identify the reason(s) for nonacceptance.  The III will transmit two types of reject
messages:  multiple-line reject messages and single-line reject messages.  A multiple-line
reject message will always contain the incoming message as received by the III and will list
the error(s) detected.  A single-line reject message will not contain the incoming message and
will identify only a single reason for the rejection.  All rejected III transactions will have J
as the first character of the response header.

6.2 MULTIPLE-LINE REJECT MESSAGES

A multiple-line reject message will always contain the incoming message as received and
will list the error(s) detected.  In some cases, the errors detected do not prevent the computer
from editing the entire message.  In these instances, the error list will be complete since it
will identify any and all errors detected.  In other cases, an error in the transaction will
prevent editing beyond the field containing the error.  The error list, in these instances, may
be only a partial list since it will identify only this error plus any prior errors.  Before
retransmitting the message, the sending agency should review its transaction to ensure that
it contains no errors.

The format for multiple-line reject message is set out below, followed by an explanation of
the data contained therein.

1. Example of Incoming Message:

2L01HEADERXXXXX0176.QR.MDBPD0000.SID/MV8133911.
PUR/C.DPT/BALTIMORE CITY PD.ATN/DET JOHN
PUBLIC.BLD/MUNICIPAL BLDG, RM 100.ADR/101 MAIN 
ST.CIS/BALTIMORE, MD

2. Example of Multiple-line Reject Message:

JL01HEADERXXXXX0176
MDBPD0000 
REJECT QR.SID/MV8133911.PUR/C.DPT/BALTIMORE CITY PD.
ATN/DET JOHN PUBLIC.BLD/MUNICIPAL BLDG, RM 100.  
ADR/101 MAIN ST. CIS/BALTIMORE, MD 
FOR THE FOLLOWING REASON(S)  

FIELD ERROR SID  
MISSING DATA ZIP 

END

6.3 ERROR LIST FOR MULTIPLE-LINE REJECT MESSAGES

The following are errors that may appear in a multiple-line reject message.  Where applicable,
XXX will be replaced by the appropriate MFC.
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1. DUPLICATE XXX

Duplicate message field code (MFC).  The same MFC appears more than once in the
transaction.

2. FIELD ERROR XXX

The data in the field identified by the MFC do not match the criteria for that field. 
Note: If XXX is FBI, the FBI is either invalid or has not been assigned.

3.   INCOMPLETE DOB NOT ALLOWED

The QH inquiry message contains an incomplete date of birth.

4. FOR THE FOLLOWING REASON(S)  
    NOT AUTHORIZED

An agency authorized III access only for specific purpose code(s) transmits a QH or
QR message containing an unauthorized purpose code other than I.

5. INVALID MFC XXX

The transaction contains one of the following errors:

1.  Invalid MFC;

2.  Wrong MFC for file involved;

3. MFC in transaction does not agree with message key (MKE) used;

4.  MFC is not followed by a slash; or

5. Period is erroneously included within a data field.

Invalid MFC errors prevent further editing of the transaction.  The reject message
will contain this error and all prior errors detected.

6. MISSING DATA XXX

The field identified by the MFC was left blank in the inquiry or record request.

7.  WRONG, MISSING, OR EXCESSIVE SEARCHABLE IDENTIFIER

This message will be transmitted when one of the following exists:
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1. A required searchable identifier is missing from the inquiry or record  request
transaction.  Or

2. An excessive searchable identifier is used in the inquiry or record request
(e.g., a QR message containing both FBI and SID).

8. FOR THE FOLLOWING REASON(S)
    NOT AUTHORIZED FOR PUR/I

A QH and QR message is received from an authorized agency that is not allowed
access for PUR/I (noncriminal justice employment licensing).  

9. SID OR FBI NUMBER REQUIRED FOR PUR/I

A QH transaction with a PUR of I did not contain a SID or FBI. 

10. UNSEARCHABLE IDENTIFIER XXX

A QH inquiry is received with an invalid NAM, SOC, or MNU will send a reject
message UNSEARCHABLE IDENTIFIER NAM or UNSEARCHABLE IDENTIFIER
SOC or UNSEARCHABLE IDENTIFIER MNU.

6.4 SINGLE-LINE REJECT MESSAGES

A single-line reject message will not contain the incoming message and will identify only a
single reason for the rejection.  A single-line reject message may or may not contain the
incoming ORI.  Set out below are samples of a single-line reject message, one with the ORI
and one without the ORI. 

1. Example of Incoming Message:

2L01HEADERXXXXX0176.QR.MDBPD000.SID/MD8133911.PUR/C.
ATN/DET JOHN PUBLIC

2. Example of Single-Line Reject Message (With ORI):

JL01HEADERXXXXX0176 
MDBPD000 
REJECT INVALID ORIGINATING AGENCY IDENTIFIER

3. Example of Single-Line Reject Message (Without ORI):

JL0lHEADERXXXXX0?76 
REJECT HEADER ERROR
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6.5 ERROR LIST FOR SINGLE-LINE REJECT MESSAGES

1. REJECT EQUIPMENT PROBLEM - RESEND MESSAGE

The NCIC 2000 computer cannot properly process the incoming message because of a
hardware failure.  The originating agency should resend the message.

The ORI from the incoming message will appear below the header in the reject message.

2. REJECT HEADER ERROR

The incoming message header has at least one of the following errors:

1. Incorrect first four characters, i.e., other than 2L01;

2. Less than 9 or more than 19 characters;

3. Invalid character(s), e.g., ?; or

4. Invalid format.

The reject message will not contain the ORI from the incoming message.

3.  REJECT III IN RESTRICTED SERVICE UNTIL XXXX EST.  WATCH FOR FULL
SERVICE MESSAGE

This message will be transmitted when a transaction other than an inquiry (QH or
ZR) or record request (QR) is received while the III is in restricted service.  The
originating agency must wait until a $.V. full service message is received before
retransmitting its message.

The ORI from the incoming message will be included in the reject transmission.

4.  REJECT III OUT OF SERVICE

The message will be transmitted when a transaction is received while the III is out
of service.  The originating agency must wait until a $.V or $.W. administrative
message is received before retransmitting its message.

The reject message will contain the ORI from the incoming transaction.

5. REJECT INVALID ORIGINATING AGENCY IDENTIFIER

The originating agency identifier does not match the edit criteria. Additional
information concering the  construction of edits can be found in the ORI File chapter
of this manual.
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The ORI will appear in the reject message.

6. REJECT MESSAGE KEY ERROR

The incoming message does not contain a message key (MKE) or contains a message
key that is invalid.

The ORI will not be transmitted as part of the reject message.

7. REJECT NOT AUTHORIZED

This message will be transmitted when an unauthorized agency attempts to access the
III or an authorized agency cannot perform the transaction indicated by the message
key.

The ORI from the incoming message will be transmitted as part of the reject
message.

8. REJECT COMPUTER ERROR - CONTACT NCIC

A software error, database integrity error, or file problem prevents the III computer
from completely processing the message.
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