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Ohio State Highway Patrol warns of more than 6,000 impaired driving

Crashes during the previous three winter holiday seasons
Statistical recap shows areas and counties where impaired driving crashes occur

COLUMBUS - More than 6,000 impaired driving (OVI) crashes have occurred on Ohio roads in the last
three years during the holiday period that spans from the day before Thanksgiving to January 2. During
that period, from 2005 — 2007, the top five Ohio counties with the highest number of holiday season OVI
crashes were Cuyahoga (534), Franklin (523), Hamilton (394), Summit (316) and Montgomery (265)
counties according to new statistics released today by the Ohio State Highway Patrol.

According to the Holiday Season & Impaired Driving statistical recap from the Patrol’s Statistical
Analysis Unit, a total of 6,077 OVI crashes occurred during the combined 2005 — 2007 holiday seasons,
including 104 fatal crashes and 2,430 injury crashes.

With these sobering statistics in mind, Ohio state troopers will be vigilant in searching for and
apprehending impaired drivers through the balance of the holiday season. Troopers make an average of
2,829 OV arrests each year during the holiday season according to Patrol researchers.

Colonel Richard H. Collins, Patrol superintendent, has predicted that 2008 is likely to see the lowest
number of Ohio traffic fatalities in the state’s recorded history. In making this prediction he has noted an
improved quality of life for Ohio citizens through Ohio roads being safer, Ohio’s metropolitan areas being
safer than they have ever been and impaired drivers knowing they are in the enforcement cross-hairs of
Ohio State Highway Patrol troopers.

Detailed analysis provided in today’s statistical release indicate more than half of holiday season OVI
crashes occur between 9:00 p.m. and 3:00 a.m., and 57 percent occurred on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
In more than half of the crashes, the at-fault impaired driver was 35-years old or younger.

Last year according to the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s Ohio Traffic Crash Facts 2007
publication, during the four and one-quarter day Christmas holiday reporting period a total of seven of
Ohio’s 14 traffic fatalities were alcohol-related. During the three and one-quarter day New Years holiday
reporting period (2007 into 2008) alcohol was a factor in five of the eight Ohio fatal crashes.

The complete Holiday Season & Impaired Driving statistical recap, including statistics for all 88 Ohio
Counties can be viewed at www.statepatrol.ohio.gov
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